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TOWARDS PEACE: 
WHAT CAN BE DONE? 


OO'I'OltElh I!MI. 


i’riee; 'l'\V()1‘KN(’K 


TO ALL MANKIND 


A Letter Answering Many Readers from 
The Duke of Bedford 


Dc'jir Aid rod,— 

I should lik(‘ to inako n roply lo iho 
maiiv loynl fritMids, soim* of whoso lottors hnv(‘ 
iippoaroii in 77/o Word, who iool tliat 1 havo a 
foni rihiU ion to niako towards tho ostalilish- 
inont of a hiMltn* world. <’onsoious as I am of 
my own shortcomings and limitations, I think 
j)(‘»-hap>i I may have some such contrihntion to 
mak(\ (‘von if it only on tho jirinciplo that 
amon^- tlu^ hlind tho ono-oyod man is kin*^’. I 
ci'rtainly hav(‘ a confidonco which doos not, 1 
think, sprin^u* fiom mto'o conct'dt. that it' L 
had tlto political jiowur to do so, I cOuld givo 
this country tho two things, it so groatjy needs 
—lasting })oaco and jirospority: tho lattor, not 
hy roasoii of discovorios for whic'h 1 myself 
can claim orodit, lint hooauso (unlike tho 
majority of ^LP.s) 1 have, hy tho mercy of 

a good 

thing when 1 soo one! " tf to th'F 1)T(^Tngs' of 
])oao(‘ and j)ros])ority, thhse who look to mo 
for guidanco dosiro to add tho crown of tho 
fullest hap])iness that this life can give, I 
can assure thorn, if they have not already 
made tho discovery for thomsolvos, that it may 
ho found in a C’hristian faith based on a living 
fellowship with (lod and on a rational and 
wholehearted ohodionco to 11 is commands. 

There is one thing that I should like to make- 
plain at tho start, oven at tho risk of causing 
some disappointment or giving some offence. 
AVhilc I shall always welcome the suggestions, 
the advice, and the constructive criticisms of 
my friimds, I cannot, as some leaders of poli¬ 
tical movements do; go against my convictions 
or alter iny policy to avoid alienating 
possible supi)orters. If, after careful reflection, 

T feel that a certain course of action is use- 
le.ss, mistaken, or morally wrong, I cannot 
undertake it merely out of deference to those 
who an* of a different o])inion. 

I want, now, to share with you my views 
as to the task which lies before us and the 
methods Ky which it can he accomplished. Our 
ultimate task* is the establishment ol ])ros- 
])(*rity and social idghteousness, and the first 
step to prosperity is the setting-up of a .system 
which removes all harriers to trade and 
adopts a financial technique which enables the . 
members of the nation, not forgetting any 
who are unemploved, to consume and avail 
themselves of all the goods and services which 
industry and commerce, working to ^full 
cajiacitv, can produce and import. H he 

political leaders of all Parties have in the 
past failed to give the country the (wonomic 
prosperity which they jiromised in their 
election addresses because, from corriijition, 
mental laziness or over-pre-occupation with 
other ideas and theori(‘s, they have ignored 
tin* one thing that really matters most 
from the ])oint of view of removing the need¬ 
less evil of financial poverty. I plodge . 
mvself, as soon ns I have political jiowcr to 



Edith Louisa Cavell was born, December 6, 1865, at Swardeston, Norfolk. She settled as a nurse in 
Brussels in 1907, and was executed there by the German military authorities, on October 12, 1915. Her 
heroic story shall be told In our next Issue. As early as 1888, she endowed a Free Hospital in Bavaria. 
When war came to Belgium, she tended friend and foe alike. Whatever its technical justification in 
military law, the execution of Edith Cavell for helping 200 French and British fugitives to escape, was 
a grave error in judgment; for it served to perpetuate hatred and so further war. True moral under¬ 
standing would not have permitted the execution. Such understanding would have been ol tremendous 
healing value lo the wounds of mankind. In her last interview with the British Chaplain, Edith Cavell 
uttered the Immortal words that F. W. Jowett, in 1924, had placed on her statute. They redound lo her 
glory. To Jowett belongs tho credit of remembering and engraving them on stone in tho heart ol London 
in such a way that the stone record transcribes Itself on the living hearts of humanity. To-day, Edith 
Cavoirs words are a vital call to all mankind. We must honour her memory with loving attention that 
peace may arise throughout tho world and war be abolished for ever. 
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eniiMi' 111 .' 1.1 .'airy out tin f . ."s.-*ary i-.M'ormfi, to 
iiiak.' -i iii^ Ur- a iit'si iustaliii.’ui ol 

^.hm! thiiii^’^. to .on.'', to raist* woll alio\»‘ the 
liiii' o! . rii'iilliii; ainl il.‘.i-vi'a.liii>; |.oviM'ty all 
who have siiir.'f.'.l -o loti- ami ro ii.'.'dh'.-jsly. 1 

tiiiiko this iifoiiiis.' with th.' iitinosi conlid.'iu'.' 
1.,'iaus.'. unlike nutity others who hav.- made it. 

/ iiiuti-rsliiirf ih,' :yti'hli must (><’ 

lalt, u ill order to ./irv it t'rm'licul effret. t »ik‘ 
thill", and one thiiiir alone, eonid seriously 
himier and diday me. and that is the con- 
tinnation of tin* iiresent war tiiitil. hy th.' 
destmetion ol onr working' |Kiiinlation and 
industrial |dant ; the sinkin,-: ol our mer. hani 
shinninir; an.rthe loss ol our loreipn trade to 
„ther eouniries. the v.'iy sonrees ol real wealth 
are erinnlod and destroyed. 11 that point were 
roaeltei]. then, while Unaneial relorm would 
still he neeessarv. it eotild give, lor a time 
at anvrate. hut' a menpre return lor the 
V.ason' that the uliole eonniry would h,' pom- 
in “the r.-al. as distinet from the rmancifll. 
sense, monev heinp of no value when the 
power to produee poods has heen destroyed. 

'I'his. ihereloro. hrinps me to our imme¬ 
diate task—the etidinp ol the war before our 
vesottrees have heett fnriher wasted hv senseless 
destmetion in an elTort to attain rtphi ends 
hv wron^' 


vvvn in n N'ay, to do olVoctivo work 

lhionL:li thoin, 1 tool tlnu puhlic mootin-.s nro 
now ol .oiniinnitivoly liulo vnluo Imtjuiso, 
owiiiL^ to )il;uk-ont and air-raid hindrai\»«‘s', 
a^nlil‘nl•^•^ tionl to In* ovon sinalirr than hotoK* 
tho war and ihoim* strictly conlincd to those 
win) art* alrcads conv«*rtcd. || hy any chance 
the a|)|)i*tiranee ol some speaker ol* unn.“^nal 
elotjnenci*. or a chan,u«' in pul)lic opinion. <lid 
hrin.u larue and receptive audit'iiccs ol people 
hitherio indill(‘rent to ])eace, tltc tlovcrninent 
wonld ((nickly take stt*ps to snpprc'ss th(* 
hindrance to their war elVort, either hv 
ini|)risoninLi the too (*h'njuent spt*aker for 
cansinLi “ despondency an(l alarm," or l)y the 
indirint hnt et|nally elVective method of issn- 
iiiLi. on th(‘ t|uiet, instructions to all owiters 
of halls forbidding them to let their premises 
for inecdiniT'^ wheia* the s|)onkor to whom the 
(iovernnnntt took exception W’as lik(*ly to 
appear. 


also he hcl])ed to realise the seltishnes*. and 
shortsiuhted folly of their o\)tlook. .Iti.**!. 
ln*eans(‘ tln*y are all rij'ht «lo<*k it really not 
matter to theni that thousand.- of other 
])eople .should In* killed or rtiined? And just 
for the saki* of a few ttionths’, or at most a 
fi*w years'comparat iv(' pro.sperity, is it wortl\ 
while toh‘ratin^ a war which, hv it.' contintt- 
ance, may hrinjr disaster upon the whole 
eointtry and, in the Ion;; run, involve them 
also in a protracted period of aente ilistrcss? 


Thovt' was a limp—and sm-li a tiino will 
doulitli'ss ri'turn and may nvon |■(’iul•n shorlly 
- wluMi a polipv could, most u.sol'ully no l>''o- 
motpd liy speeches in I'avliamont; hy puhlu- 
lupeiinpi and hy eonforpncps. 

Umler ihe ahnonnal conditions which exist 
at the present moment, however, all these 
iiiethods are. in my opinion, ot small utility 
1 cf us lirst take speeches in Ihtrliament, a 
inatter to which 1 wish to give very thorough 
attention, partly heeattse i'arliament and the 
Oovernment are undouhTedly the crux-of the 
whole situation, and partly l.ecause many of 
m\ friends oliviously still attach great value 
to'the elfeet of Parliamentary speeches. 

It is however, exceedingly imporiaiit-to 
realise the present strange mental condition 
of Memhers of Parliament, a condition wliic i 
exists to an -almost etiual extent in both 
Houses, as may be gathered from reports one 
receives from the few individual M l . s vMio 
have managed to retain their sanity. 1 e 
plan fact is that the vast majority ol the 
iiemhers of both Houses have come to reseinble 
■ the ostrich of. the Book of Job, in that Go 
(or perhaps the Devil?) "‘ 
them of rea.son-l They are coinidetely (illed 
vith war livsteria and emotionalism because 
thev believe what they read in the ^atlona 
Press whose Kditor-in-chief in these days iniis 
surelv be Iteelzebiib the Father of lies and 
hatred ! The result is that, to borrow a phrase 

I , ^111 the religious field, they are completely 

J. uospeMiarde.ied” as far as arguments m 

favour of a negotiated peace are conceined. 
ikerv plea that can be ptit forward in favour 
„'i ..l.•<■.<ly I..-; I.r<.uslu ,.« .h-ir 

uotice times without iitimber. sometimes by 
the minority of intelligent 

.alluded to and sometimes hv « 

outside agencies, among which lan iiiflnde 

myself: but the effect has been nil. 

'I’he nropao-anda value in the country of anti- 
,V„ AiKnt in r„rli.n,™l in .'l.o ''«» 

ll-olZiis i.r tk'- "■•'■“'“'.'f 

oithor if^nores such 5 pooch(*s oi io])o - 
brielly a''nd (lerhaps inaccurately, 

])roiuinonco to hostile replies in 
credit the peace effort. 

Two things, and two things alone, e.an make 


hi re;;rtr(l lo coiiferoiiccs, ihc conditions 
wliich now ohfjiin Inivi' iinidc the is.'^iu‘s on 
which cll(‘ctiv(* action can lie taken simple 
and so few tliat there i's r(‘ally nothin;; much 
to conf(‘r about ! It is h(*tter to ^'ct on with the 
job tlian to talk. Sonn* peojile think that 
conferences are helpful for tin* jilannin^ of the 
post-war w’orld, hut if wt* alreaily know’ tin* 
spirit which should animati* international 
imlicv in the post-war world and und(*rstand 
the linancial and foreign trade t(‘chni(iiie neces¬ 
sary to ^ive practical etreci lo our desire lor 
neighhourliness, it does not seem to me that 
there is much point in trying to work out a 
detailed scheme when only wdshful thinkers 
can imagine that w’e alone shall jiossess the 
deciding voice in the posi-w'ar u^ettlement and 
when we do not know', and cannot get in 
touch w'ith, the other important contributors 
whose decisions w'ill carry quite as much 
w'oight aS-’our own. . 


But tlu* ; ftnisicn of an (‘ntight(‘nod attitiuie 
towards ilie war not the only task. It is of 
the ut)Ht)xt importam'r to ihirr liooir itito the 
/>»/»//<• Diind the respoiisihiJity) of the Lio^’ern- 
nient and of ParHament for the eontinuahon of 
the 7i\ir. A hazy idea is conunon that Hitler 
is entirely rosponsihlo for the continuatioii^f 
the war, hut unless, niul until, Hitler rojectr 
reasonable pcaee terms not deprived of all prac¬ 
tical value hy foolish clauses such as the 
unilateral disarmamout proposal in tin* Kight 
Points, it is our Parliainenl and (iovernment and 
not Hitler, who arc resjionsihle for the continua¬ 
tion of the conllict. 


AVe eome now' to the ])oint — and, in my 
opinion, aPnost the-only point—at which prae- 
lical oihy/i can, and should, he applied on the 
-m-a-te r i-, ^ -S.p iritu,^ rte. 

I have bdid just now that the only thingT with 
the exception of disaster/that will make the 
slightest impression on the. mentality of onr 
war-hypnotised Parliament is a change in th^ 
outlook of an. adequate number of British 
eithens. Militarist Members of Parliament 
have repeatedly defended their attitude on the 
ground that the majority of the nation are in 
favour of continuing the war, and we have got 
to face the unpleasant fact that as long as the} 
are a))le -to say this with truth the war it 
going to continue. Our first task, there¬ 
fore, is to increase by every means in ou: 
pow'er the number of peojile w’ho.se attitude 
towards the xvar is reasoned and intelligent. 
Each one of us has his ow'ii contacts and his 
own opportunities, and of these he 
himself to make the best possible nse.^ All that 
is needed in the way of mental equipment is 
now available for him, since he can obtain at 
the cost of a few pence literature containing 
reasoned, arguments against cverv idea that can 
•be put forward in defence of llic war and its 
continuation. In Peace Nezos, also, he can 
find up-to-date comments on recent happenings 
which are of extreme shrewdness and inteicst. 


Our third, and perhaps in .some ,w’ay.« our 
most important, task is to eotryinee those 7 i*ho 
are opposed to the war of the duty, value and 
necessity of making their 7'iews known eon- 
linually to members of the (iovernment and of 
Parliament, not necessarily only their own 
Member.s, though these should, of course, 
receive special atteuliou. Anti-w'nr con¬ 
st iruents of a militarist Member of Parlia¬ 
ment commonly fool that it is (|uite useless to 
write to him, and therefore refrain from aoing 
so. If hy “ usele.s.s ' ’ they mean that their 
individual letters w'ill not convert him to an 
anti-war position they are probably right, but 
this is not the point.* Their action is needed 
to give volume to the popular demand for a 
negotiated peace, regardless of what the 
personal view's of the Member of Parliament 
mav he. Experience with regard to other 
issues has prov^l again and again that a 
government w'ill always alter its policy, even 
against its own wishes, as soon as it has 
evidence of a sufficiently strong popular feeling 
against the plan which it proposes to follcnc or 
alternately in faz'our of some other plan. At 
the present time it is numbers, and numbers 
alone, that count, anyhow' in a very important 
field, and it is those numbers that we must 
create and mobilise, for ajiart from iiumhers 
there is no hope. 


present .state oi - shippings 

roliivn to this point Inter on. 


working knovvlodge of the reforms needed 
in the monetary'and foreign system! 

Hie oconomio causes of war are in ’e 
and prosiieritv is to he made possible, a ^ery 
u<«efiil asset to «ie worker in the cause of penc. 
T-eoiile nre much more likely to become keen on 
an earlv pcaee if they can see that ” 

chance*of reallv good time.s ahead, and ibex 
will heeome especinHy impatieiil 1”'**'. 

Ol In ion of the war if they realise that ev^rv 
d?v"of its eontinnance makes the ehanoes of a 
G.«irv into nrosperitv les-i good. It n- 
rniiid emtiv I ‘ to eoiivinee 

pariiiMihirly ne boennse 

:l:;rii::t well-pnid war jobs, tbit tlmre is not 

the '^Se"ees^aiion of bostilities 


There is an old legend of a xvaggoner whose 
vehicle got stuck in the mud and who, in his 
agitation, praved to the god Mercury for assist¬ 
ance. :Mercu‘ry appeared, hut instead of per¬ 
forming some miracle to assist the w'aggoner, 
he suggested that he should-put his shoulder to 
the wdieel in the right place. Ho did so, and, 
w'ith this assistance, the oxen managedjo drag 
the waggon on to lirm ground. Now' our 
“ w'aggon " is Parliament, and the (loveru- 
ment, deo]) in the mud of war hysteria and the 
stieky. evil-smelling slime of Pres.- dope. 'Ihe 
toiling oxen arc our good friends Maxton, 
:^lcCJovorn, Rhv.s Davies, Stokes, Sir Krnost 
Bennett, Lord Ihmsonhy, and others like them, 
w'ho have neither lost their heads nor saorihod 
their principles. ^fhe situation demand> 
pressure from the rear. Our job is to pul our 
shoulders to the wheel and shove, and as soon 
as enough of us got shoving, out she'll have 
to l oiiip! 


'I'hoi'C is anotbev reason why 1 would 
imiiross upon my friends the need for 
per.ioniil elVort and personal ' '*''?• 

They caiiiud afford to rely boo miieli on the help 
omf iiuulauee of oiu' or Ai any tunc 

illness, or aeeident, or the notion of powertnl 
onomies mav deprive them of tiny .Mdrod s 
help, or of lily own, or perhaps of that of liotli 
of ns. If this .'ihonld hai'pon. seeing the groat 
task which is committed to thorn hy God tor 
the service and salvation of hninanity. can they 
alford to become a disunited and dispirited mob 




without purpose, plan or initiative mei'O 
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slu‘.-p \\itht)ut -iiopbi'id*' riMiiunly they 
'•;nin»M .itVoi/: t-.. do tin.-! l‘!;u*h on«‘ nui.! 
hii:is(‘ir (It'v.'lop i\ t ‘ iiy lor li-julcrsliip aiuL 
:t wo taU l«y tho waysido. In* 

jiui-! 1)0 l oailv lo i’arry iorwanl I ho oospol of 
M-iiih and |n'aoi‘.. ioriaiii aiiki' td' thi‘ ;4oal ai 
V'hiol\ ho is aiiiiin^ and iho nu'thods \v]\ioh In' 
iiiiisi oinploy it) roaoh ii. 

d'lioso an* dark days, with niutdi in th(‘ni to 
disfouraoo and d(‘j)rt*.^s u<. Lot us not lorii'ct. 
howovor. that tin* i:rt‘alt'st lorct's in tho 
Avorld aro on our sidt', tho I’orot's ol (5od and 
truth. W’o havo also anothor and inoro ^ndin 
ally, oin* whoiii in a sonso wt* .<houhl rathov ho 
without, yot rroin whoso aid our oanst* niay 
irroatly hoin*lil. 'That ally is tho inosoapaltlo 
nt'inosis oi t*v('nts which hriuLfs disastor upon 
those who >ot*k o-ootl hy tnothods ol' ovil ; put 
tin'ii trust in hliinl ^iruiilos and trail alliancos; 
and, I’t'fu.sino to loam tlio lossons ol o.\poviono(‘, 
prefer to oontinno. if one may cpiotc in all 
seriousnoss linos from a famous (*lassio in 
light humour, *' to mailly forot* a right-hand 
foot into a left-hand shoo," Ih'rhaps also wo 
mav, just for a momont, allow oursohu's tho 
luxury of a oaloulalion whicdi orrs on tin* side 
of optimism. Although ordinary daily papers 
aia* apt to h(' (h'stroyod when only one ])or,son 
has roail them, exports say that journals of tho 
character of 'I'lic ll'oni commonly got into the. 
hands of from live to ton ditforont indivi¬ 
duals. If, then, wo could assume that The 
If'ord has half a itiillion readers, each of 
whom dooidos to th'voto himself to the (*ause 
so thoroughlv that ovorv week he ga-ius one 
other to ho as keen a missionary as he is, how 
long will it 1)0 before the clay of peace dawns 
when the now order of hope and happiness can 
begin? Xot long indeed! 


Yours sincerely, 


BEDFORD. 


IVew and Revised Edition. 

... -.- RICHARD CARLILE, Agitator 

(1790-1843T. 
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By 

GUY A. ALDRED. 

Post Free, Is. 9d. 


THE CRISIS OF MODERN 
CIVILISATION 

A Striking Anti-War Sermon. 
By the Rev. W. BOTTOMLEY. 

In Press, 2d. ; Post Free, 3d, 


12 Copies, Post Free, 18. 6d. 
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WHAT A GAME! 

New Peace Pamphlet 
By the DUKE OF BEDFORD 
32 pages - - 3d. Post free, 4d. 


SOCIALISM AND THE BANKS 

LORD KINDERSLEY MAKES AN 
ADMISSION 
By F. W. JOWETT 

[The following article by our comrade, F W. Jowett, 
appears in the “Bradford I.L.P. News” for 

September 5, 1941. Jowett was First Commissioner 
of Works in the 1924 Labour Government. See 
reference in another column. In consequence he is 
a Privy Councillor, and In the P.C. list his name 
fallows that of Thomas Johnston, M.P. Jowett 
remains an uncompromising Anti-Militarist and 

opponent of war, notwithstanding his one-time 
membership of the Labour Government. Lord 

Kindersley has been a Conservative M.P., soldier, 
and stockbroker. Finance and politics have landed 
him in the House of Lords He believes in finance 
and Jowett believes in Socialism. Thus is the issue 
joined.—Ed.J 

'Fhc* Xatioual Debt, which at ihc l)egiiming of 
llie war was £8,494 millions, is now £12,,^61 
millions, so that wo arc l)orrf)wing at ihc rale of 
five and a half millions a day (W. J. Ihirll, ('ily 
lulilor, Ikuly llerald). 

Lord Kindersley, leader of the tialionaj sayings 
campaign, is complaining that wcll-lo-do savers 
only invested less than LLbfllkOOO last week in 
Govcrinhenl loans although there is £3,(K)() mil- 
Jions in the banks on deposit and in current ac¬ 
counts. • • 

This very ugly fact of the rai)idly increasing 
public debt’whilst a very large amount of money 
is in the banks in dciM)sit and current accounts 
of investors has compelled Lord Kindersley to 
recognise at last that banks only iiiHate currency, 
which increases ])rices‘, \\;ben they create credit 
for pjTper loans to the Government. The.se 
bankers’ loans, Lord Kindersley has found it 
necessarv to admit, are MERE BC)OK-EXTU\ 
LOANS. 

Lord Kindersley’s trouble with the well-to-do 
people who keep their mofiey in 'hanks ready for 
more prolitiJ)le investment or speculation, is that 
they excuse their_refusal to^lend llie Government 
TR^^iolrevlT^y have rirfEeljahk by a fallacy— 
a false argument. The false argument i.s that 
there is ni> neeil for them to lose control of their 
money i)y lending it direct to the Government 
until "it suits their convenience, because the hanks 
lend it themselves to the Trea.sury. 

This false argument which has so often been 
exposed in the I.L.P. AGtc'X, Lord Kindeisle\ 
blows sky-high, although hy a little verbal sub¬ 
terfuge he shows how reluctant he is to expo.se 
the hankers’ hliift. 

Appealing to the class of people who at present 
have £300() millions in banks and are keeping it 
there “ to withdraw their money and put it into 
Government war loan,” Lord Kindersley said : 
“ You can’t lend money 'by proxy,” and went on 
to explain why. This was the way he explained 
the procedure, as we have done on so many 
occasions :— 


tlw root . i*: Inlkition fnini ilu nlVu'i.illv 

iippoinud whipper up (»i‘ savings for investment 
in t lovornment lo.anr.. howi-ver »ht- war 

eiuL and wlu’iK vvr it end; , this money qiu slion 
will hava* to he eheeiively de.all with if the vast 
majijiily tO die piopU .are lo emerge fn»m the 
horrible experieiiee that ilH Tu- he for.* u- all 
tree Irom tin.ineial dictatorship. And 1 ce no 
"ig'J on whicli in lonnd .any belief or licipc that 
the leaders ol the Lahonr I’ar'.v have anv inten¬ 
tion of dealing effectively wUhGhe moiu-v (ines 
tion. 

I'his is a most ama/ing tiling to liavc lo say 
after the eN))ericiice of the Iasi war which iia- 
Ictt Us with iicarl) £S(K)() millions of unpayahU 
debt, and the tirst two \cars’ exticrience of the 
present war which has .already increased the 
debt to £l2..s()l millions whicli is being added 
to at the rale of lo.t millions a dav. 


By The DUKE OF BEDFORD. 

Are Socialists Right? Beprinting. 

Why Have This War? 2nd Edition. New Foreword. 

Parliament and Peace. Keview of Peace Discussion 
in the Hou.se of Commons on I.L.P. Amendment. 
2iid Edition. 

Where There is No Vision. 2nd Edition. New 
Appendix. 

What A Game I New 32 page pamphlet discussing 
May Peace Debate in Commons, etc. 3d., post- 
free. 4<1. Other pamiihlots, 2d.; post-free, 3U. 


THE STRICKLAND PRESS 
104 GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW, C.1 

you live in Glasgow, call at this shop, open daily, 
0.30 .'i.m.—6 p.m., except Sundays. 


jnBed Socialist Movement. NViionnl mombcrBliip 

‘ cardH now ready. Statement of prineiples aent 
on reuuest. Enelo.se Id. or 2id. for iiartunilnrs. 
Socialist and PacifiHt ronirades joining 

throuKhoiit the country. AddresK: Ethel Mao 

Donald, Sk-v., lOd George Street, Cdasguw, C.L 


“ When a private individual invests his money in 
a Government security, Lord Kindersley explained, 
he transfers command over goods and services from 

himself to the Government. nc a 

But when a- BANK LENDS PART OF A 

DEPOSITOR’S MONEY to the Government, not one 
depositor transfers his purchasing power to the 

'^'Hr'can "still spend his money, and if he does so, 

his purchases are added to the exP®"'*'*'*''® ''J® 

Government instead of the Government expenditure 
being substituted for his. This leads to inflation. 

Tin.' little verbal .subterfuge ‘(■•wliicb doe.s noth- 
inir more than show how reluctant l-ord Kinders- 
lev is to make his long-overdue 
that bankers' credit loans are At)l 
I OAN'’^ AT ALL hut iust increasesot cuiiencv 
musing intlation) is in’the words 1 have put m 
capital! These words are " when a hank lends 
part ot a dcpo.sitor mono). 

J.ord Kinderslev’.s own e.xplanation of hank 
credit loan procednre makes i)ure nonsense ol 
£Lvonls, for if. as Lord Kindersley admits, 
■■not one depositor transfers his puuhasing 
nower to the tiovernmenl " to enable the lunk 
to make .such a. loan, how can it he possible that 
“a bank lends part of a depositors money toi 
the transaction”? , , • • 

1 , is helpful to have this tardy admission ot 


One prominent Lahnur .M.C. who claims to he 
an authority on financial ami money (lueuinns, 

Mr. Arthur \Voo(f..urn, goes so far even now .as 
lo assert that the public credit* which i> being 
issued by hanks is being *’ issued without inlla- 
lioii.” “'file hanking svstem,” .savs Labour 
M.!’. Arthur Woodhurn.LS 0.\f:’OF TUh: 
CLh’.Vh'.RlLST I.W’E.V'floXS Ol' MODh'.RX 
MAX,” and he doesn’t think that .a big war debt 
at the end of the war will he .a -serious burden 
for the community lo hear. If .\Ir. W’oodhurn 
had been an aiipoinled agent of the financiers 
who control the hanking system of tliis country, 
he could not have lieen more industrious and per¬ 
sistent in defending their nefarious and anti¬ 
social activities. 

Soon after the war began, 1 expressed the 
opinion that at the end of it the national debt 
would not he less than £2(),(KXJ millions. A very 
large proportion of the £2().()(X3 million.s or what¬ 
ever the amount of the del)l may l>c, will consist 
of bankers’ credit loans such as Lord Kinders¬ 
ley has described which are duplications of real 
money which alone has value representing goods 
produced and services rendered. 

Being money created hv hanks it is in sub¬ 
stance COUXTERFEIT 'MOXEY as well as 
• being one of the greatest of all sources of intla- 
lion. 

If this method ol issuing the nations money 
is going to he continued after the war then all 
Arthur Greenwood’s Government sponsored 
a tier-war reconstruction schemes and Professor 
Harold Laski’s I-ahour Parly reconslruclion 
iCommiltee’s schemes can give no more suhstaniial 
promise than Lloyd Cieorge s ‘‘homes tor 
heroes ” promise made nearly 25 years ago. 

If, as it is assumed, not only by the Tory and 
Liberal parlv. Iml by the Labour Parly so far as 
can he ascertained "from its official pulilications 
costs of after-war reconslruclion and all the 
measures necessary lor the social security which 
has been promised are to he met by more bor¬ 
rowing and additional taxation, then Messrs. 
Greenwood, Laski and Shinwell may as well roll 
up their hluc-prinls of the new social order and 
put them a wav, for the new’ social order cannot 
he built on borrow'cd money and additional taxes. 
What alone will ho possible alter the w’ar on the 
borrowing plus taxation i,: 

MUCH WORSl*. DhA’l'.LOPMf.N I OF lllf. 
OLD .^OGIAL OROF.R. ^ 

And the pilv of it is that there need he no 
such l)lockade 'as tlie present money sstem con- 
slilules against the new social order. Tln> much 
at all events has lieeii made perfectly clear by 
experience in thi.-; war. f n 

TO WHAT TllK X.-VnOX C AX H.W L 1-Ok 
ITS USf- OR MISUSE- for the pubho well- 
heim^ or for destructive warfare- IS fllE 

1 OUT OF WHAT UAX BF". OBIAIXP.P 
from IWBOUR AXD A\WlLABLi: 
XATURAL Rl'.SOURUES. 

But lo think of starting after-war reconsirir 
tihn tor a new social mdor with a debt ot. suy 
,1‘20,0<X) millions on more borrowing and more 
taxation, is .sheer madness. 

.After all, the exporienco ot the past two years, 
and Lord Kindorslev’s admission that Kinks ate 
issuing duplicated supplies of money which, al¬ 
though it i‘^ hank-crcatcil crcilit money, is hemg 
added to tho national dv^it, proves that the nation 
could issue its own money not as debt hut as 























j,S 


PhE WOUD 


national orc<!it lor whatever imipo it nrcdral 
•ilnncy. 

T\w Suic euuKl 1 sec is cxplaincil in a 

circularisctl slalcincnt l»y ihc I >ukc ‘.tt licdti)!!!) 
issue il^ <nvn uinucy aiul : 

“ earmark for Us own use whatever percentage of 
an annual debt-free creation of money was needed 
tor an adequate financing of its services. It 
not borrow any money at all and it would USE 
TAXATION ONLY AS A MEANS OF COLLEC"^ 
ING FOR DESTRUCTION SURPLUS MONEY FOR 
THE PREVENTION OF INFLATION.” 

Can anyone find a reasonable objection lo this 
strai^^htforward proposal? It would give the 
Government the power it professes to need, to 
limit private spending: it would dii\e tight 
through the tangled thicket oi C ity and 1 reasurv 
pacts and understandings {i\nd incidentally set 
free some thousands of executives and their 
staffs for more useful workl and it would >et 
the nation free, at the end of the w^r, to make the 
best it can of the real wealth (goods, labour, 
natural resources) then at its disposal. 


THIS WE CAN DO! 

By OSWELL BLAKESTON. 


r,uilisni ii? nor worth the things which 
nacifists arc enituring it it is without political 
Ltd ccoiionuc signiticnncc. 'rhitt is so ohvioiis 
tiiaiiv people keep it well at the hack ol their 
iiiiiui- Thev can he startled out ol their coiii- 
placencv onlV hy such direct statei.ieiits as: Is 
lour privilege of - pi'ac-e" to he ‘ 

the expense of ymtr neighhour, and do >oti 
reallv enjoy claiiiiing a share in the exploila- 
fion of inan hy man ^ 

The iiacilist is he who is opposed to aggres¬ 
sion (not just war) and. therefore, to imperialist 
politics, predatory economics, and aggressor. 

How, then, is the pacifist to olitain 
the world of ahundance for all. which, logi- 
callv is the world of peace? H.ow indeed, 
were it not for non-co-operirtton? .Thank good¬ 
ness (which hiis everything to do with it) that 
non-co-operation has shown a way! for without 
it pacitisiii wotild he—passive. 

Pacifists have not been slow to pay lip- 
eervice to noii-co-oiieration. Faced with the 
i.ertinent •• How would you deal with the 
evils of the Xa/.i system if the (iermans con- 
tiuered'-'" we have come hack pat with 
We would co-operate with whatever is good 
in the svslein (certain matters of social 
justice, eic.) and refu.se to co-operate with 
whatever is had (.lew-baiting, etc.). \N c 
have exiilained how. hy the positive mora lorce 
of non-violence, we would win in the end, lu.st 
as Candhi wins, on the higher iilane where 
conllict may he resolved. Our enemies would 
become our comrades! 

.\nd often our questioners have curled their 
liiis and said thev couldn’t see tis doing it. 
We have re,.lied Valiantly that we you ‘I 
onlv too willing to make our . 

sacrifice on the. field of non-violence, ofieiii g 
ourselves constructively for (.eace where we 
have refused to offer ourselves destructivelv lot 
war -And sometimes our (luestioners have 
mished it further and asked for i.rorif. have 
Iveu suggested tha.t we might he getting on 
with the job. We have told them that we are 
,,reparing ourselves for the histoiyal ■uo'u<’it 
for the Gandhi who will he ready to lead u. 
whon wo avo road}’ for hiim 

Well, wo bavo roa(*ho(l a now stago in tho 
oxorciso. Tho tragic thing is that so many 
])acifisis soom unawaro ol it. 

Whv is so littlo stross laid on tho roall\ 
important part of tho conditionally oxemptod 
H^s rofnLil to accept tho now (•on^‘;nhtu)ns 
'Phe National Service Act u”'' /."‘J,’’’11' 
Gonscriptioii have hroiight about a loin l.v ne' 
.situation—if onl.v we could realise if. I oi 
here, for many of us, is Ihe oiiiiortunilv to 
slmw otiv wifness that this thing is poss.lde 
in suite of legal eompiilsioii. 

AVe know Hint the " ahsoliiHsIs ” of the last 


Vviir liav:'. liy iluhr luMnir madt' many 

thmy: mvu’h I'asiar for the paoili.^^tf ol this 
war. Many r:l atrc'ptiMl tin* f(»nilitions ot 
. ' 'mption almost as a triloiti' to tlnnn. But tin’ 
aiithorit i(*s havo i lnxtm to roj-ard oiir conn 
pron.isc as a surrender, as wiutktic.-s rather 
than a reasonahh* paeitist gestiu'e. 'I'lioy have 
increased the pres<ur(‘. H(‘.sistane(‘ to thi^ 
]>ressnre now take.- on its full heroic statuias 
'I'lu* juieilist who refusi‘s now has a pro- 
fournhu* signilieanee than the paeilist who 
refnst‘d in 1011-11. 'riii.- is ln’cansi* the idea 
of non-eo-opi-ratinn ha.-' lanu hed a more ^itmeral 
Cfutiiviuusness. It is, as they say, in the 4iir. 
M'o-day the ]»aeilist who r(‘fiisi\^ does inon' 
than protest against tho principle of eoinpnl- 
sion. lie gives (‘videiiee that the ]m\vor exists 
whieh alone can make paeitlsin a policy as well 
as a hlne-print for ])crsonal eondiiet. Uy in¬ 
direct propaaanda (always the most iiote'nt 
kind) lie deinunstrales that paeilism can In* a 
living er(‘(‘(l for the fiery hlood of the yottng 
idealist as well -as for the eahn mind of the 
mi‘(litating sagi‘. 

To-day the individital paeitist. hy his willing¬ 
ness to take the eonsetpienees of reftisal Indps 
otlnn's to understand that men eonld he fotind 
to stand shoulder to shoulder in n ejtmpaign 
of non-violene(’. Individual exmnple ean show 
that tho things paeilists promise are not all 
talk, that paeilism ean he, its it must he, pcli- 
tieally and eeonomieally effoetivi*, .that paeifism 
ean moan r(*al poaeo. 

There are many who have seorned paeifism 
as passive, hut wlio have their till of proof 
that war wins nothing, cures nothing.^ ends 
nothing.” Once they i-ealise that a non-violent 
struggle for an age of >a])nndance is not an 
escapist’s dream, they may become thf men 
among whom we may look for onr (Jandhi. 

It is the refusal of the pacifist to eo-operate 
with the new conscriptions, his willingne.ss to 
bear the penalties of civilian and milit-ary 
punishment (and the .stories are grim enough 
in the litilo left-wing papers), whieh will effect 
the whobsale conversion. 

Only Ore exceptionally strong-minded are 
without any twinge of shame when declining 
to render .some useful service to the community 
in the hour of need. Often the best pacifist 
has moments of wondering if he is not un- 
roasonable in refusing some .job as being a fire- 
watcher for the crops. Yet the pacifist need 
feel no guilt if ho reminds himself^of what ho 
is doing positively hy saying ”No.” 

Of course there is a lot of ” hedging” in 
tho ranks. It is necessary for each to find out 
for hims(‘lf hoAV much of this is an attempt to 
rationalise our feai’s. If the editor will allov\ 
me 1 should like to examine the main objec¬ 
tions in another article. For the moment it is 
oivongh to remember—enough to live or to die 
foi.—that pacifi.sm can be enough! 

Why, why, why do we not say all this more 
often, more fervently, to onr comrades, to. 
onrs(‘lves? 


THE ROOSEVELT-CHURCHILL 
STATEMENT 


Is It An “Honest-to-God ” Declaration? 
by Alexander Ratcliffe 


non-military war service 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 
duke of BEDFORD’S PROTEST 

The Catholic Herald, London, for September 
26 published the following valuable and 
powerful letter from the Duke ot Redtord . 

Sir-The Government's refusal to ‘''® 

onH°t>firfectly sincere people whose only crime is that 
?hfiv^e/i^e like the heroine of a modern anti-Fascist 

■ tk. s„.. a 


UNITARIAN CHURCH 
Hope Street, Liverpool 
Minister— ROV. SIDNEY SPENCER, B.A. 
Sunday se%ices:-ll a.m. and 3.30 p.m. 
Afternoon Subjects: 


, wo Carry On tho Work of Christ? 

Mack**Record Rellootlons on a pamphlet. 

” 19 —Sphilualism and Religion. 

;; Js-What is 


The opinion freely expressed in Ihilain from 
the I’reniier down to the hunihlesl of citizens 
is that Hitler is not to he trusted: that Hitler 
could not make an honest siaiemenl, and that 
Hiller’s word is not worth a hra>. farlhint,'. 
Away hack in Dccemher last when Mr. (. hnrchill 
made a war slalenicnl before the House of 
C’oninions, he said, ‘'Certainly il would he very 
convenient if Herr Hitler or the imporlaiil chiefs 
in Germany were to give us every fortnight or 
so an hone’si-to-God staicinenl (laughter) if they, 
were capaVde of it.” (Glusyazc Jlcralj, . 
20/12/40). It was truly typical of the mentality 
of onr I’arliaineiilarians that they should tiller 
at the very suggestion that anything honest could 
emanate from Germany: especially il was the 
time for hearty laughter when the suggestion 
was made that Hitler and I'o. could make an 
honest-to-Go(l statement. 

My purpose now is lo deal with the Statement 
of President Roosevelt and Mr. Churehill on the 
‘‘ r^eace Aims ” of Britain and her Allies. 
Rveryhody has heard of the famous Eight 
Points: hut does anyone see through them? Is 
this Statement of the two leading Democrats of 
the civilised world an honest-to-God declaration? 
Can there he found any substantial and valued 
opinion upholding the vague and inconsistent 
and utterly worthless platitudes that consliluie 
the Atlantic Ocean Declaration? 1 am inclined 
to the opinion that Roosevelt and Clnirchiil were 
at sea in more senses than one, as they drew up 
that mess of mendacious meanderings. The re¬ 
ception which these Eight Points has got has not 
been an encouraging one. The press was at its 
wits end to explain away these silly sea sayings. 
The point to note, however, is that that State¬ 
ment is not an honest-to-God dedartvtion •. it i'^ 
merely- a smoke-screen to hide the real purpose 
of that Oceanic Overture, so ably performed by 
these versatile voices. 

The first thing to note particularly is that the 
Eight Points begin thus : Xo. 1. ” Their countries 
seek no aggrandisement, territorial or other. 

It is to be observed that Xo. 1 and the other 
Seven Points do not constitute the basis tor 
Peace with Germany. It is definitely stated in 
the Preamble that these Points are the ” common 
principles in the national policies ot their 
respective countries, on which they base their 
hopes for a better future for the world. 

The Declaration, then, is merely an Agree¬ 
ment between one country at war and another 
counlrv not at war: an Agreement between 
Neutral America and Warring Britain. 

1 do not think any purpose is to he served 
dealing with each of these Plight Points, tor. all 
of them savour of hvpocrisy and smug com- 
complaceny. Xo. 1 was the foremost Point tor 
Peace with the Germans at the last war, amt 
we all know the result, how after solemnly 
promising the Germans and her Allies llyat no 
territory^ would he filched from them it they 
accepted President Wilson’s Eourteen 1 oints as 
a ground for Armistice, Britain and her Alhc> 
tore up the Agreement and treated it as a . crap 
of Paper* Britain subsequently benefiting hy the 
.rain of nearly a million and a halt ot enemy 
Territorv most of it German. Ot course, it 
mav be'iafcr this war to urge Xo. 1 IMint tor 
at present il would seem that there is little hope 
of us adding to our territory after this war. 

Xo 2 Point is also susi>ccl : il solemnly 
declares that there are to he no territorial changes 
” that do not accord with the freely-expressed 
wishes of the pc<q)lcs concerned. That also \yas 
stated solemnly at the last war. the result iKung 
that again Britain and her Allies Ixitraycd the 
Germans and her Allies by foreimj the i)Coples 
oi one nationality, to live under the dcspotisin 
of another nationality. C^ne might hero note that 
had Roosevelt and Churchill made these IX'olara- 
tions before the present u\ir CiVtimeneeii, amt 
agreed with the Germans and Hungarians, cti.. 
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_ ylit llio wn.ii- ili:ii -jiuvod hmi iro<ls 

Uiousands oi mu iialionaliiy l(» live, ai^aiiui 

K*ir cxjMos wislirs. uiiiltT tt,.’* rule of another 
nationalits. the pr«.-eni w.-^- would not ha\e taken 
place. !•<„• it was w ;!. a view setlin- free 
liio peoples ot one nation from the jieoples of 
other naii..ns that Hitler Invaded t -eehoshivakia 
and Polaiul. Xone seek ti; deny that facM to-day. 
Aolwithstandiiu:. neillier Mr. lo.osevelt nor Mr. 
khnrehill has seen lit to make an\ reference to 
the injustices prevailiiyt^ on the C ontinent of 
1-III ope helorc the present war started, injustices 
which, if swept aside before Hitler 7 eas e:y,i 
hcdrd i>i, would have obviated the ri.se of Hiller, 
and the war we ate suri’erinn fiann to-day. 

Point Xo. 3 is atiother piece <M* meiulacity. for 
it coolly states that the peoj^le of anv Xation 
nuist be at liberty t<» choose their (»\vn form of 
(itneinmeni. Xotwithst.andino. Point o declares 
that the “ ^'azi Tyranny” must j^et its “ linal 
desiructiofi.” 'I'he < iermnns have chosen Xazi- 
ism as their form of tiavernment. for .Messrs. 
Koo.sevclt and C'hurchill know, the latter especi¬ 
ally. that in PXv. two years pre\ ions to the 
declaration of war. the (Jennans voted for 
Hitlerism per cent, : this because of what 
llitler had done for (lermany in four years of 
rule. So. it wouhl seem that every country but 
(lermany. and probably Italy, is’ to have the 
choice of its own form of (lovernmenl. Put 
there must be lit) b'ascism or Xazi-ism for 
forei.iiii countries, itritain and .America evidently 
are to be at liberty to ilictate to other countries 
what form of (loveniment they must enjoy! 

The other Points are all likewise reeking' of 
hv])ocrj.sy and inconsistency, so having dealt 
brictly with the few*, the others can be passed 
over. 

As lor the Statement that ITiiler is not to be 
trusted, and that flitler always breaks his word. 
W e are not excusing any man breaking bis word, 
but every politician who is honest (if there is 
such an one!) must admit that where Hitler Jim 
broken bis word, be has been driven to it by 
this country and our allies. Put why point the 
^ngcr at Hitler?. D id not our respected and 
Tioii^urecT '"'pClifr^l repre??ertet fJT^r 
zoord in 1919. when they foully betrayed the 
J'ourteen Points of President WMlson which con¬ 
stituted the basis for the Armistice of 1918? Onr 
politicians, our leading and honoured Cabinet- 
members, agreed to tear up an Agreement once 
they got 1 lermany to lay down her arms. Once 
the Clermans were disarmed and an Allied Army 
marched on to German soil, Britain and her 
Allies broke their zcord by tearing up the 
Armistice Terms, and they continued to break 
their zdord till they had reduced Germany to 
starvation, want and abject misery. What did 
that get us? VVe have heard some silly and 
stupid people say that “ wc must finish Germany 
this time.” As if Germany could ever be 
Jinisbed this time as Germany was last time! 

And if the boot is on the other foot, this time, 
what rea.son have wc to .squeal? If llitler were 
to deal with us, were he to procure a victory, 
as we dealt with the Ciermans at the last war, 
could wc blame him? If Hitler is the ba.se 
rascal that he is said to be. then if Hitler were 
to break his word given at any Peace Confer¬ 
ence, could wc blame bim? If Hitler and the 
Germans are tbc ” scum of the earth ” and 
beyond redemption, then let us just be prepared 
for what is coming to us. But sane and sensible 
men and women know that all that talk about 
Hitler and the Germans is mere war propaganda. 
Thev know that, what time it is urged that we 
never could talk with Hitler or discuss matters 
with him, our political advi.sers to-day are the 
verv men not only to talk with Hitler, -but to side 
witii Hitler if it zcill serve their ozen personal 
ends. 


>uil()()k in 
some have 


THE ATLANTIC CHARTER 

Mins Hiitl) Pry, wlio.‘<e labours for juuico uro well- 
Umiwn, has M'lil iia a vary ilclailcd aaalysis of (he 
Mlaatia Chartar. ia whiali sha puls lonvard a amra 
aoaailialarv- approaali llian lhal adoplad by Mr. 
IVilalUIV, Owian la an aaaidani in K<dnK la prass wa 
will ba unabla to publish Ibis iaiparlanl analyliaal 
assav unlil na.st inoiilh, 


LEACH AND WAR 

Criticism of a Labour Militarist 
By The Duke of Bedford 

IV.ir Abind. ~ 

In inv Ivllcr in iha SapUunber issna ,,f Th.- 
II . I mvnln.nv.l lliu (liflicullv I had in nnda 
slaiulint; how I.alnuir M.I'.V al' ona li,., ■ ni 

on Ilia war issiia, could change their / 
the astonishing manner of which 
l>ro\cd iheniseK'cs to be capable. 

A letter hy Ihc l.ahonr M.l’., Mr, William 
laarh, in the i.ssuc oi /.oAvar,/ of Scptcnihcr 
hlh, seems in some measure to answer mv difti 
cully l(M* me. 

Ml. 1-eacli tells us that he was an inveterate 
opponent of the last war, but he is an ardent 
suppoitei of the present one by reason of the 
antipathy which he feels to Hiller and Hitler’s 
policy. 

Mr. 1 .each is doubtless quite sincere, but it is 
evident from what he writes that lii.s’ anti-war 
leeling ot earlier days rested, not on and funda¬ 
mental principles, but on prejudices and emotion. 

People of my school of thought have a con¬ 
viction that war is indefensible on Christian 
giounds because Christ, by j^recept and example, 
forbade the use of destructive violence against 
people who believe that they are doing right, 
even in cases where they are mistaken. The\' 
feel equally strongly that'war is indefensible on 
grounds of justice and common sen.se, because, in 
the attempt to strike at some objectionable indivi¬ 
dual or group of individuals, correct their faults 
and re.strain their wrong-doing, it kills and ruins 
millions of more or less innocent people, while 
the real offenders usually e.scape. On the.se two 
grounds wc are Rnished with war under all 
circumstances, and no matter how much wc mav 
object to a Dictator’^ character and policy, we 
arc convinced that war cannot possibly be a 
right or sensible method of dealing with him. 
Mr. Teach, however has no such settled convic¬ 
tions about war but, setting on one side both 
religious consideration.s and all consideration of 
war's fear full V clumsy and unjust method of 
operation, he supports or condemns- it according 
to the feelings he entertains for the statesman at 
the head of the country with which wc are 
engaged in hostilities. 

Mr. Leach’s attitude towards the persecution 
of minorities by the State also appears to be 
based on emotional feeling and personal prefer¬ 
ences and not on fundamental issues. He is 
moved to the keenest indignation against Hitler 
because of what he has done to Jt-Avs, Socialists 
and Communists, presumably because he has a 
soft place in his heart for Jews, Socialists and 
Communists; but, as is evident from other 
passages in his letter, he is more than ready to 
condone and forgive the cruelties inflicted by the 
.Soviet Government upon their political enemies, 
presumably because these enemies have con¬ 
sisted. among others, of landowners and aristo¬ 
crats for whom Mr. Leach has little use. 

IL'ople whose altitude towards State tyranny 
and per.secution is based on fundamental prin¬ 
ciples but is at the same time understanding, 
condemns equally the harsh and unjust perse¬ 
cution of all large classes of people, realising 
that all large classes are composed of the good, 
the bad, and the indifferent, or in other words 
of the innocent, the guilty and the partly guilty 
and that in this respect, there is probably little 
to choose between Communists and Jews in 
Germany and artistocrats and landowner.s in 
Russia. Bearing in mind, however, the wide¬ 
spread weakness which induces munber.s of ]>eoplc 
of all nationalities to. persecute indiscriminately, 
once their passions and resentments have been 
aroused, while they may be deeply moved by the 
horrors and injustices of State tyranny, they 
avoid hysterical anger and emotionalism and 
.seek to remedy the evil by methods which, un¬ 
like war, are not canculated to accentuate^ them. 
Gnc may, indeed, say that the man who fiercely 
condemns the persecution of one large section of 
a nation while he thinks nothing of the perse¬ 
cution of another large section ot another nation. 


lew ^ degrcf i rniu tluit 

• ' di MU one siikM uu!l(H,k Nshieh is Hiarae 
lIuMvrant whom he oppus. 

^ »*ur- siiuerHv. 


Xfwiou .Strwarp Sept. 


BEDFORD. 


(Tho case against Soviet Ruaai'i lu... j . 

blTVl" ?' landowno?,; 

after th e revolution ^nV Porsociltlon 

r S? i-- 

AratsTLlJ hiskuftuu; towarS.“hl 

Arabs in Iraq In our work “ At Grips With War •* 

oiioc a Soo’ffi'’anri“'*’ one who was 

nee u bociallst and a consoient ious objector.—Ed,] 

the duke of BEDFORD 

Uv liavc received a lurllicr lieavv corresnond- 
eiuc ironi all ovtr llie coiinliy, urKiiin ihe Duke 
ol I.edlord lo liecinne die leader of a rnited 
I acilisl and Socialist Movenieul, Selections will 
lie iml.lislied next inontli. Tlie tone and stvle 
III die Icllcrs vary considerable bin their iin|jorl 
Is the .same, except here and there for some note 
ol academic crilieism. References to the duke’s 
.ittitude ironi other journals will he reproduced. 

I be editor has received much correspondence 
on (dher matters. Some f)l this will a|)pcar in 
.Xovemher .also. 

Send us your opinion. Make the IVord 
known. ()rder .Xcjvemher issue now. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND PEACE SOCIETY. 
Glasgow Region. 

Chairman: Rev. G. Gordon Cameron. 

Hon. Secretary: Miss Betty Meikle, 82 Coplaw Street, 
S.2. 

Monthly Services in Y.W.C.A., 80 Bath Street 
On First Saturday of each month at 3 p.m. 
October 4,1941—June 6, 1942. 

GLASGOW AND DISTRICT GROUPS. 
Meetings or Secretaries. 

Bearsden and Milngavie—Meets fortnightly at North 
Manse, Bearsden. 

Calhcart—Secretaries: Miss Agnes Anderson, 5 

Greenock Avenue; Mr. A. E. Meikle, 15 Largie 
Road, S:3. 

Carntyne—Meets at 14 Gartcraig Road. Sec., Miss 
Olive Nicholson, 162 Gartcraig Road, E.1. 

Central—Seeb Mr. James Montgomery, 37 Dorset 
Street, C.3. 

Giffnock—Sec., Mr. Wm. Sinclair, Jr., 8 Elliot Drive. 
Kings Park—Mrs. Todd, 43 Ashcroft Drive, S.4. 
North—Cowlairs Parish Church, every first Tuesday, 
8 p.m. Sec., Miss Chrissie Newton, 78 Endrick 
Street, N. 

Paisley—Mr. George McFarlane, 52 Duchray Drive, 
Ralston. 

Rockvilla—Rev. A. S. Mair, 27 Lacrosse Terrace, W.2. 
West—Rev. W. J. Smith, 15 University Gardens, W.2 
North West—Sec., Miss Marion White, 58 Gardner 
Street, W.l. 

OTHER SCOTTISH GROUPS 
In conjunction with the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
ABERDEEN—Mr. J. Macleod Scott, 16 Cairncry 
Terrace. 

AYR—Mr. Alexander Handyside, 28 Belmont Avenue. 
BARRH EAD—Rev. A. May, Congregational Manse, 
Paisley Road. 

DUMFRIES—Miss M. A. Hogg, Balvaig, St. Cuth- 
bert’s Avenue, Maxwelltown. 

DUNDEE—Dr. C. A. Coulson, 6 Somerville Place. 
DUMBARTON—Rev. A. G. Jackson, Rockv-ew 
Manse, Bonhili Road. 

DUNFERMLINE—Rev. A. J. Armour, 139 Grieve 
Street. 

EDINBURGH—Mr. Dennis DMncan, 148 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh, 6. 

EAST KILBRIDE—Rev. D. H. McMahon, 24 Har¬ 
rington Road. 

GALASHIELS—Mr. Angus F. Stewart, Langlands, 
Melrose Road. ^ ^ ^ 

GREENOCK Mrs. MacKay, Duntrune, Gryffe Road, 
Kilmacolm. 

lyi^THIL-Meets Innerleven East Manse. Sec., Miss 
Christine Foster, 46 Omar Crescent, Buckhaven, 

Fit®* 

P£PJH—Rev. H. Erskine Fraser, Bridgend Manse. 
ST. ANDREWS—Mrs. Williams, The Roundel. i 
South Street. 

STIRLING—Miss Miriam Jocelln, Inglewood, Alloa. 


U.S.M. Meetings 

io6, GEORGE ST., GLASGOW, C.i 

MONDAY: - Group Meeting 

THURSDAY - Study Circle 

SUNDAY: - - Lecture 

Meetings Commence at 7-30 p.m. 
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THE EDITOR’S TRIALS 

IN THE DOCK 

II.—GLASGOW SEDITION 
TRIAL. 1921 

‘Utinucii jro})} rajir l‘M 

[Last month we published W. Gallacher's and H. 
McShane's reports of our Glasgow 1921 trial. We 
intended to conclude the record in this issue. This 
is impossible.— Ed.) 

ill. P. J. DOLLAN REPORTS. 

The Paily Ilrrald faithfully folhnved and 
roi)orled every siaj^e in the proceedini^s aj^ainst 
us. In this chapter we wish only to record the 
reports sent in hy W J. Oollan, who was. at that 
rime. Lda.sgow correspondent to the Paily Herald. 
Dollan displayed .sympathy and solidarity. He 
may have expecied to he Labour Lord ITovost 
some day hut he did not face the fact that he 
would he a war-time Imperialist Lord I’rovost, 
and lie did not feel at enmity with the extreme 
sections of the Socialist movement. He wa.s even 
indignant at our sui.t;i,a'stions that Imperialism 
was the logic of parliamentarism. 

We precede the Hollan reports with the date 
of the issue of the l\uly Herald in which each 
re[3ort aiipearcd : 


Friday. March 4, 1921. 

SEDITION TRIAL. 

Sequel to Article in the “ Red Commune.” 

From Our Oieti Corrcshondoit. 

Ciltispow, 'riiursday. -A sedition oa.se was opened 
here to-day, when three persons, one a woman, were 
reinittetl to the .sheriff lor trial in connection witli 
an allegetl .seditions article pnhlished in ‘‘The Red 
C’oininune ” in .lanuary. 

The accu-sed are Andrew Fleming, a printer; 
Douglas McLeish and Jane Hamilton Patrick, 
alleged to be the joint' authors of the offending 
article. 

The article, the police allege, was calculated ” to 
excite popular ilissaiisfaction, commotion and 
violence to potmlar authority.” 


Tncafc/uy. March 1921. 

GUY ALDRED IN COURT. 

Sequel to Article in the ” Red Commune.” 

From Oar Ozen Correspondent. 

Glasgow, Monday.—A further .stage in the charge 
against (.‘uy Aldred, Andrew Fleming, Douglas 
Mellui.sh, and Janet Hamilton, of Partick, \yas 
reached to-day, when they appeared for a declaration 
before the .'Sheriff and wore committed for further 
inquiry. B.ail was * refused, and all four were 
returned to the prison-. 

The charge has arisen in connection with an article 
in the “Red Gommiine ” containing an appeal to 
the Glasgow members to organise its anti-Parliu- 
nientury activilie's .so as to give concrete expre.ssion 
to its ])rinciple.s, which article, it is alleged, was 
calculated to iiromote disaffection and resistance to 
lawful. authority. 

The C(mrt was crowded, many being refused 
entrance. 

Aldred, in re.spon.se to the charge, stated Itp had 
nothing to sa\v He will conduct his own defence. 

Councillor Rosslyn Mitchell appeared for the other 
three i)ersons. 

Furlier in the day Aldred was brought before the 
police court and was formally remitted to the Sheriff. 


Monday. March 21, 1921. 

Ai-^T?EU REFUSED BAIL. 

Three Other Communists Granted Bail. 

From Our Ozvn Correspondent. 

Glasgow, ?^unday.—Three of .tbe prisoners charged 
in connection with an alleged seditious article in the 
“ Red Commune ” were liberated on bail yesterday. 
The bail for Andrew Fleming, the printer, \yas £200; 
and for Jane Patrick and Douglas McLei.sh, LloO 

' Tlie Lord Justice Glerk, however, refu.sed to allow 
bail for Guy Aldred, who is under arrest on the 


same charge. 

Aldred has been in 
it is stated tliaf his 
another six weeks yet. 
street Prison. 


prison fully two weeks, and 
trial will not come cm for 
Aldred is detained in Duke- 


IFedncsdav, May H. 1^21. 

husband penalised. 


Soquel to Raid on Offtcos of ‘ The Spur. 

From- Our Ozim Correspondent. , 


Glasgow, 
Spur,” the 
of a woman 


Tuesday.—In a recent raid on ‘‘The 
paper edited by Gtty Aldred, the name 
was found on the list of subscribers, 


Tlu inlorinauuu l,:i- .viiU-nilv .•o.iv.-v-cl ii. 

,ll; .'llll.lo.v-l-, h.i- t, <1.1,1111,1. lilii, has ilis 

mY-inl III C(tIlMMpu>|U<i> 

Till- niall.-i is n-.aivii,,; aiu.titi.,,,, hut it is .l„„hi 
HU II t!U‘ tii;Mi Will he rtMIlstiiU'd. 


lUit the lock-out began and IyI’.A. connucnccd 
to operate. Onr roaders know the result. Some 
thing like one hundred Lonnnnnistr were arn* ,tc<l 
in ditlcrcni p.arts of the cotintry and sent to jail. 
Aldred and his friends were tried at the time 
that scores of other- were being similarly tried, 
loir ns to h.avc commented on each case would 
have necessitated turning the If'orhi'r into a kind 
oi PrisiJii Ihillctin or 1‘olicc lUidget. . . 

.. ... With this expkmali<»n i;in I'ditor has to he 

li.ii.us a,-,i,.|.. in oonti.n.hlly a|.oli.Kisinu for his cxislctux-) In 

■ ‘ ■ • ...1' make some, it belated observations on the case 

against .\ldred. W’.hatever savagery ;i vindictive 
hatred pronipied the riding elass bullies to in¬ 
flict upon onr h'..l‘..\. victiin.s, it apiiarciulv 
inspired them to he onlrageoush severe oii 
Aldred. They kcj.t him in confmement for four 
months prior to Ins trial, refnse<l him liberty on 
hail. 'Fhey (/are him a lani/er senjenee than any¬ 
one else. Aldred not only gels no remis.uon of 


Jii)!.- 2. p)jl, 

GUY ALDRED’S trial. 

To bo Hold at Glasgow on June io. 

I ioni (iiir i i.\;i i i>rrc.\'pondeitl. 
l.lasgow, W iMliu‘s<la\. 'I'lif ti ijil (,| (;„y .\l,li,.,l 
ami lUvvr mluMs on a t liarra* .>1 publishing an alh‘LUMl 

wis ,„-,finally ini.inir, o. I,,. |,i.|,l ai Kilinlminl, 

Ini las.,, Iixiil l.,r il... Ilii;l, ..In,,,. 

I<. A pleading diet will be held on .lum. In 

Rail lias lieeii lelusial lor Aldred. who lias l.eeri 
III prison tor almosi ilir»*e iiioiiihs. 


sentence hut Zv'j7/ not enjoy the reduction of the 
four months which he snlYered i>revions to his 


Wednesday, .htne 21, 1921 . 

GUY ALDRED’S SENTENCE. 

Eloquent Appeal for Free Speech. 

I rom Our 0;en Correspondent. 

Glasgow, 'rnesday. Gny-Aldred, Douglas .McLeish, " iU,. i a* ’i 

.lane Ilamiltdii Pairiek, and Amlrew Fleming were ^ ‘i ' .Invial oftences he was lound 

tn-day Ibimd gniliy of acting in eoneeri to print and HjRhy of tins piimshmenl is i)Ositively monstrous, 
imhli.sli the •• Red (’omtnnne.” the oflieial organ of jiisticc, hill blind, hitter hatred sent him to 

Ilii- (JliisK.ni- (’.nniniinist (irniip ami :\lliliai,Ml laalii-s, endure the honors of ;i Christian nrison Siic-h 

.... ■-'‘■•‘vnlon. H has been his nnfor\nna,e lo, ,o 

Miss Patrick and .MeLeisI, to tl.ree mmitlis eueh, and ^^CVCial occasions ill tllC past. 

Andrew I^'luming, the printin' of ihe naian'. to three i'.. • . r • e • . 

months, plus a fine of iJoO, or a further three months. . ^ 

View—nis political opinions niav he hopelesselv 
Persecution! . ... n'l •. • • . , 

Tn continnation of his defence. Aldred spoke hir 
n further hour this forenoon and in an eloipient ])lea 
lor tree .speech said Communism might l)e wrong, 


wrong. This is a point whicli must carry no 
weight whatever in our consideration of his case 
and our judgment of his splenetic tormentors. 


hut a free Pre.ss was always right. He reminded the Sucli opinions are not only held by many, but 
jury that Liberals liad threatened to de.s»troy the have been held in the past 1)V tlic loftiest spirits • 
Houho of Cords and wore not iiersooutod. ll' (hat. „f the race. We niav not aoree with them, hut 
was proper ndvocaev it was equallv proper to urge i ... i . 

the destruction of the Commons as an agenev of to agree that thcir right ot expres- 

Government. . ’ Sion is as legitimate as onr own. Only bigots 

Very telling was his reminder of the perseeutiou think otiicrwisc. and a bigot is always a tyrant, 
of Catholics hecau.se of their religious beliets. As it As for his “crime,” il is one that cvcrv 

Sthoh'r"'’ ■ ‘ ^ sell-respecting man has committed and intends 

Aldred also referred to the Rpeeohe.s of Carson nnd *0 commit time .and time again—an attempt to 
Lord Birkenhead, who, lie said, prevented a peace- Stir up the people until they reali.se that the 
lul .solution of tlie Irish prohlcun, and were respon- common heritage of Nature and Society is dcli- 
Tmlges^r^ lunrders. Now those men were Leratcly and systematically thieved from them 

* ' AYdred also pointed out that he had been 100 days section of gilt-edgcd scoundrels and 

imprisoned, awaiting .irial, .which was longer than rapsgaUiu.n^, who hu*c a swarm of \\nnkeys and 
the sentences imposed on some convicted of sedition brutal bullies to keep the people from realising 
in other courts. He ivas to some extent their main own sordid subjection. This is the loiiR 

writcT, and .on that account he pleaded tor leniencv . , i ♦ r 

for his comrades. ... • capilalisl-landlord sy^tem 

The jury included eight w’omcn, one of whom w\as and the comfortable hogs who thrive upon it. 
the forewoman. They arc to-dav as their predecessors were in 

We have omitted from the last report only the time of Christ, a gang of whitewashed 
details of sentences included in the reports pub- sepulchres mouthing their stinking hypocrisy the 
lished last month. To-day Dollan indentifies while their carnivorous fangs arc dripping with 
himself with the class that rejoiced in our the blood of women and little children. His 

allecjcd crime was that he advocated “ the preach¬ 
ing of sedition." We say “ alleged" Itccausc 
we are as certain as we are that light follows 
day that his persecutors only made that excuse 


prosecution. 

IV.. concerning guy aldred. 

By JOHN S. CLARKE. 
[Reprinted from “The Worker,” the organ 


.Kepnniea irum ’ me worKer, me urgdii of . ' 

National Workers Committees, Glasgow, for- KCt nim. 


October 8, 1921. Clarke was editor at that time. 
Subsequently Clarke returned to the Labour Party, 


Those who saw the original paragraph which 

.. u-.. . U-, .. .u constituted the chief count in the indictment will 

became M.P. for Maryhill for a while, and then _ a coJblnn ” wnc nrinted 

adapted himself lo Capitalist journalism. We have recollect that the 

attacked Clarke bitterly at times and have resented in quotation marks— sedition. c>ucn niarK> arc 
his developments. We hold that he has wasted or employed hv all liierarv men and women in 
dissipated his ability and knowledge. Clark has (.^ses like this one as determinalives. Thev are 

answered our attacks by maintaining an attitude 4.«d«,t to noint out to the reader that the word 

of undiminished friendship. Recently he presented nilemlccl to ponn out lo inc reaatr imu me 

us with a rare copy of Cartwright’s ” Legislative they embellish is only used in a ucrl^I^e ' 
Rights of The Commonalty Vindicated,” published Every cultured person in the court know this 
in London in 1777, presented by the author to the Rttlc point as well as Aldred, but when the wolf 
Committee of Sussex, inscribed in the famous , » . f • imiorance becomes a 

Radical’s bold writing, and dated “3rd March, nas Gk 4 t ^ Yin- 

1780.” Also the exposure of the spy system, pur- virtue and legal tcchniLaht) as sacred n. 
sued in Glasgow, 1816-1820, with the original letter Sermon on the Mount. 

of Andrew Hardie, published in 1833. Clarke sent ,,,, _ tLrx ond nctual 

a letter of warm friendship with these gifts, accept- n.memher^ the .pLCclK. . « 

ing our attacks as facts, and commending our dis- 
cipleship of Richard Carlile. In “The Worker" 


deeds of Carson and Smith and the subsequent 

___ _ imnuinitv these creatures enjoved, it makes one 

article reproduced in part below, Clarke recalls' the W ^Lc people who sent Aldrcil 

appeals; he wrote and published in “The Worker” for a trivialitv pro- 

for March 12 and March 26, 1921, and later appeals -7 • f Vil’. ,Un 

issued by the Antl-Parliamentary Group Itself. The less to have assimilated the leaching ot 
unnecessary details are omitted. Clarke cites them who sjKike of his own ruling class as those " who 
•only to deny the suggestion that he was wanting o,ials and swallow camels." 

in solidarity. We reproduce the rest of his signed 


editorial reviewing the trial and sentence. The title 
was used by Clarke In the original articles—Ed.] 


Aldred commilcd only one crime- ho tried to 
awaken the working class. That is a villan> 
beyond forgiveness in the eyes of the lechet> 


There is a feeling in some quarters that wc lick.spitllcs who manipulate the 

Itavc not been ;,s sympathetic toward the Aldred- ^ <>» iH'hall ot the hllhtcst 

Patrick-McLcish case as wc mif;ht liavc been plundeied a iiuiCM-cnt l 

llecausc wc did not make any commenl when Wc arc not in favour of iKtilioning oven 
sentence was passed, we arc susjicctcd of being Labour M.P.’s to move in a matter of this knui. 
callouslv inditTerenl. , , , for if they wore really one hundredth part ot 













TUE ^VOEJ) 


wha ihcv prcjicss in ho the roprcsontalivcs of 
the uorkin.i; vlasN they would have- fou^^lit a 
i*n>c this kind kaij; ayM», even (l)ou;^di the 
))riiK‘ipal victim iincomproiuisinijlv anti-par 
lianunlarian. . . , 

A man wlio hravcly /^[U)kc tor the dispossesed 
and hrowlKMten. iseaiiue hi-^ heart out in a prison 
cell and hi- friends are powerless to help him 
In'causc they lack tin* means. (iallacher once 
.j'Sijred jne that instead of ** i^ettiiii^ used to it.” 
to adopt the lamiliar expression, j)rison life he- 
Comes more hon ihle each time one returns to 
it. Aldre I has already -aittercd <n'er three \eurs 
and ha.^ lieen in prisf»n now for seven months 
on a ridiculous char-e. What kind of a hell, 
physically and mentally, must it he t(j an active 
minded, cultured man? Try to conjure it for 
\()ur>eli. Try to he sentient for any sake, to 
leel what others led, and do >oinethinj» to save 
further suft’erini,^ rai his part. Don’t .shake your 
OBl! lliuU^U ^aumi.'.eiale. and don’t ’lake 
pity on Aldred the Alarlyr. Aldred can dispense 
with pity, he can keej) A/.v hack uj). and f)^v is 
for tho.se who can’t. .. . 

As a penally for active service in the class war 
We mi^hi excusal)ly ii^nore the loss of a w’arrifjr. 
A- the, phra.se ^mes. “ he only i^ot what he dared 
for. iJut Aldred’s case is different. Me ^n)t 
more than he dared for. hi his cas(; it is a fayl 
of utmost importance to rememher tliat the 
ininislnnent does not lit the offence. As \(m<r as 
men like Carson are loaded with honours in.sread 
of heint,^ .sluii as traitors to the realm, the per.se- 
cuiion ot A hired is transparently an act of 
re\eni(e on the part of the animated Ci'irrion w’ho 
conln)l the capitalist .system. 

I‘«)r^a't everything hi,t the fact that your 
enemy has i^ot a comrade (hnvn: a comrade w ho 
has foii.^hl valiantly for you for many years; one 
ulio>e Ih'inds hear not the smutch of corruption ; 
one wlio sutlers hecausc— 


‘ lilt* pcdplc is a boast ol rmuldv brain 
lliiit knows nr)t its own sircnjith.” 

fV'o he continued) 


li<^fn anxiety. \\ e .su>pcnd fntr sense of dutv 
not our judgment. It .satislies our humour, 
hecause it suits our interests, to hclievc that 
jnison lile is heiiis; reduced, surely if shnviy, to 
a humane system oi detenlicm. d’here is an 
optimism alu'oad, which is ever ready to defend 
authori.sed inujuily. Most cheerfully does this 
spirit fjf.^^dowiuLt pro^o-e.ss persuade us that huite 
imprfivemeni^i w*ere witnessed in our jirison 
system tfom tlie time of (iodwin to that of 
Dickens, and helween the a^^e of Dickens and 
the present time. It this was true, one shoidd 
shudder to think w’hat it must have been like 
when fiodw’in wrote his Caleb Williams. That 
work must have been a very poor indictment 
indeed. 

It happens, however, that optimistic .sentimen¬ 
talism is not only wron^^ but hypocritically .so. 
Instead of our prison system iinproving, ’it is 
rapidly becomin/^ wairse. To-fIa\', the Prison 
Commissioners place a premium on despotism 
that Rn/:(lishmen would not have tolerated a 
century back. Vet at that time political corrup¬ 
tion "tis as rite as it is nou'. Perhaps it was 
moie rile, lor its a/^ents. w’erc more notorious. 

I am takinjr advaiUai^e of the Wandsworth In¬ 
quiry, therefore, to call attention to this curious 
evolution of our pri.soh .system, esjjccially as 
re^aids i)oIitical ollences, because 1 am convinced 
that direct action and public opinion will destroy 
llus despotism, as it can destroy every other 
d-c.s])otism. The evil secrecy of the Pri.son Com- 
mi.ssioncrs. the impudence of prison i^overnors. 
waiders, and wardres.ses, and their craven attend¬ 
ants. has to ^^o. The State will never destroy 
these vices. 1 he people can. 

I rider a system wdiere despotism did not prv 
into the communication of every prisoner, and 
punish wnh barbarities the .^lave who “.splits” 
such hideous torture as forcible feedinq- could 
not continue a day. . 


" Letters should bo opened In such cases oulv In 
which there is reasonable ground to suspect that a 
communication is Intended for purposes of confedera¬ 
tion and crime, or which may produce disorder in 
the gaol, or load to escapes, or other mischevious 
conscciuences. It must be left to your individual 
discretion to decide upon individual cases in which 
fair suspicion may warrant you in opening such 
letters, to prevent apprehended mischief; but if it 
bo done as a gensral practice, or without probable 
cause or suspicion, it will be highly reprehensible. 

I think it also necessary to repeat, though not called 
for in the same degree by every practice proved to 
have existed in the gaol under your care, that the 
legal advisors or friends of prisoners should bo per¬ 
mitted at reasonable times, to have access to them, 
for the purpose of preparing for their defence or 
trial, cr for the protection of their rights and 
interests But as application of this sort may be 
made a practice for improper or unreasonable com¬ 
munications, it must remain for you to exercise a 
fair and honest discretion \^. deciding whether the 
application for access or communication be for the 
real purpose stated, and act accordingly. 

“ I am. Sir, 

(Signed) “ SIDMOUTH.” 

P.S. As the High Sheriff and the Visiting 
Magistrates are annually appointed, I have to 
request that you will communicate to them from 
time to t»me, as occasion may require, the contents 
of the above letter." 


It IS always the i)()or who suffer. Despotism 
ever attack^ ,lhe friendless. At .X’ewca.stle, dur¬ 
ing: the sultragMst agitation some seven or eitrht 
years ap. rather than forcihiv feed Ladv Con- 

nicdnal evidence, stating tliat she suffered from 

?ec'inH T^'i let it be 

recalled how Lady Constance e.xpo.sed this 

liypocrisy. Di.sguising herself as Jane Wharton, 

led fnrahly. Only when, after .seven <lav.s, her 
Identity was discovered did the Medical' Officer 
iineartli her weak heart, 

ihis\p!I;..T"‘'''"'"‘-' si'ljmilted to 

ile-ci mh d treatment. Then the authorities 
sueeumhed somewhat to the public scandal. 

_ ( er Churchill, a new set of rules were adopted 

itmo\(< the criminal marks and practicallv 
adimtkd the right of the Suffragists to he treated 
as political prisoners. ''e.neo 

-ifit!‘'‘''Miv''" ‘''''tt 

nuni with harri labour, arc nerniiticfl ‘.Kv.t.c 

S’';'T ■ ";r 

rpiilaiio is, to enjoy certain verv limited privi 
eges under the ( litirchill regulat'ion, rule ll.L\ 

i 'i i-'” .. 

t V “ "’'■""Klitl.v ecusored letter. 

_ Hd light Ol correspondence with the right 
correspondence enjoye.l by prisoners a ceii 
u > ,,go. Ihe lollowing letter was addressed bv 

CdrAiiv' '/ '/"’I" \i " "le llahcds 

/! • ‘b tn Alr. k iinmnqhatii. the (iovernor 

gj^ ii'fotchiitl. nth A.ISM 

contain ciiiudatnu* con.oqucnce o, 

tho Kovornmoni ot *Gloucos^or^r“.ni'”‘“^®. 

Of thu Visiting Mattlstnift/*fh«r^ ’ report 

there has been a nrionir«? / * «PPoars that 

addressed to or written oponing letters, either 
of felons and fines, umior^i classes 

Puty to do so I fnni ‘^ Potion that it was your 

'.r 'i?®”"’ 

^ f such a practice. 


OUR PRISON SYSTEM 

An Essay intended to be of interest to 
Socialists and “Conchies” 

'*'® published an essay written in August 
Ia’®:,. 1 . betenlion awaiting*o^ur 

military service 

The lollowing ossay was planned at tho same time 
’*"''“®P aotually until wo wore released 

ius “r- “^‘'®'’ ''’® ■■ <5®' Mouse ■■Tct.’ 

Just after writing it wo proceeded to Wandsworth 
Common to spoak, where wo wore re-arrosied and 
returned to Wandsworth for more hunger striking 
^d prison disciplino resistance. The story ot the 

word for April 1940 and February 1941 . 

courageous work of Richard Cariiio 
caused us to bo interested in constitutional law and 

0 Pi?: ?; V'^oTthS?'?? ®XP®-Pc®b priso"n 

lUBpiiainy. From that time on, we studied. nlacAci 

K -Sii oim.': 

- lote'osir: ®-, 

"Tho Wcnr’“?or m!;; ‘^®"-" P'"’."®'’®- 

dou v''®No‘ P'P’Psbcd In "The Spur” 


.... Mirjinsc Us Most «lis 

nmrvr' '" n keep.T, ( )f 

l-icl ' '‘■'•-■'■"i-i-. It spiccA.m- 

. ■ l.m 1.1 o.iiirm .nirsvlv.-, with bis siillci ■ 

i'^iiiii" '’'"'V' •"•ing initragcl that 

;; I. .. ....J 

•""Me I ''''" -miiglv . 1 ., U,- 

iMitnlb I ' ' '*> 'I'wsiiiimiig. if ,i,,t 

'Iniymg. Ibc le.ility .,i ai.olhc'^ sulle, 
't lie •cplK-.'il finii! iiulitUTOiiit- not 


I»y order ol Sir John AvI.tikI, Chairman of 
the yuaitcr .Se.s.sions for the County oi Sonier- 
sel, this letter was entered in the Magistrates' 
journal at the (laol of Ilchcster. More than a 
centuiy has elapsed since this was done. Our 
])ri.son .system has been “ rcformefl ” and our 
franchise has become democratic! 
V\ ith the result that a practice, denounced bv a 
reactionary Home Secretary, in an official com- 
illegal and highly reprehensible 
in 1814, has become legal and official in 1^19, 
thanks to our democratic parliamentarism and’ 
intcre.st in priscin reform ! The consequence is 
that, to-day, prisoner and- their friends are 
warned : 

"All letters arc read hy the Prison 
Autlionhcs.'' 

This dc.spotic practice renders the prisoner 
jibsolutely helpless. A^et it has l,een rleveloped 
Py our i^arliaineiUary deiiiocracy. Side by side 
with the exten.sion of suffrage" has grown and 
ocn’clopccl this increasing invasion of the right 
ot pnsoner.s.. lUircaucracy has increased in 
impudence with every broadening of the fran¬ 
chise. And when .some fact or other leaks 
through, we ccintrol our government .so well, that 
we are shocked out of our wit.s. A Prison In- 
(luiry is ordered and we fall asleep again. So 
prison-relorm Socialism an<l the 
capitalist carccri.st parliamentary ballot-box. 

ADDED, SEPTEMBER, 1941. 

I hei c is no protection to the common people 
111 the tact that a man has suffered imprisonmenl 
and IS elected to parliament afterwards. M P’s 
have been .sent to pri.son and have been horrified 
at the conditions. Put then it was too late to 
retorm the conditions for they were no longer 
API . s ami their voices no longer carried weight 
111 res[)cctal)le and official circles. Political 
pri.soncrs have heamie APPAs after their release 
•md have torgoiien that the little grev home in 
the west remained iniact. that prison'conditions 
ontmued m the same had <dd wav. and that 
human beings were suffering still what thev once 
cndiiml. 

It IS liiiiv ih.ii niankiiul f{avo up plavini; at 
prison ivlonii and tbv iK-ltifoKyino chiid'V ^anic 
i>t pniii.sliniciit and aniliorilv. and rsiablishvd a 
sane and deeent soriety. WV think ,so nnieh in 
lie lerm.s ol jailing that even those who want 
(. onnminism and Revointion. w ith rare e.xeeo- 
lions liave no idea of dis|>ensin,ij with the m'edie- 
val and eountcr-ievolniionarv instiintion of 
liarren class .society, tenned the prison svstein. 


CONSCIENCE (1916) CASES 

Ihe II ,>rd has devoted eonsiderahle space to 
tile (|neslion oi conscionlions ohieelion. To-div 
n-nnv o, the I'M., ea^cs an.l prison experiences 
'Mil Ik rccalle.l with interest. .April. .Mav, |„lv 
• ind AiiifuM l'i|() ntiiniHTs ;re devoted lo ibi.. 
iinestKin ol exeniptini; con.scienee in I'Mo 

1" od 















LABOUR, WAR AND THE NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT 


Ihe I.al)()iir Party rojected Lanshurv’s plea 
at^aiiisl war. and decided dii a police of war, 
renewing its latest Xati(*nal (vovernnu-nt alliance, 
at ihv Prif^hton C'onferetice of ()ctol)er 1 and 2, 
10,^5. Lord Poiisoiihy adopted the same attitude 
as Lanshiiry and uttered some wise words about 
a sham tij^ht. as regards matters of principle, 
not as regartls surt’ering, being staged between 
the great Imperialistic Powers, lie added : 

“ I am convinced that.my duty lies in pinning my 
faith and giving my allegiance—not to a sham fight 
of international war—but to a real fight against 
the enemy here in our midst. 

“ That is our job. 

" This sham fight is preventing us from building 
up the society that we want. 

•• We are losing sight of the grim and dreadful 
war against exploitation, greed, capitalism and all 
the badly-constructed injustice of society which 
allows one man to leave £7,000,000 and another not 
to leave enough money to bury him. 

“ That is the war that I am going to be faithful 
to.” 

'Fhis excerpt is culled from the report pub¬ 
lished in the Daily Herald, f(jr W’edncsdav, 
(October 2. lV)d5. 

According to our contemporary, Stafford 
Cripps denounced the then labour Parly l^olicy 
of League and Sanctions as a policy supporting 
the Xational Government. To-day, Cripps is 
P>ritain‘s Ambassador at Moscow, appointed by 
the National Government, in evidence of the 
truth of his own 1935 contention. H. R. Lees 
Smith denounced his arguments then as “ trivial 
and ' cantankerous ” . and described Ponsonby’s 
contribution as “ elevating but negative.” 
Ponsonby's argument was correct and time has 
shown that Staflford Cripps was neither trivial 
nor cantankerous in his reasoning. 

W’illiam Mellor attacked collective security 
and made a ^^g£G2_thy direct revy^rs^ of those 
he has made since the outbreak of war. He 
said : 

” The same appeals that were made to the 
working-class in 1914 were being repeated now. ... 
...The League of Nations was retaining power 
politics in which the Imperialisms of France and 
Britain dominated every decision. 

” The League was based on the robbers’ treaty 
of Versailles, out of which had come Fascist Italy 
and Germany.” 


Charles Dukes, speaking for the National 
Union of Municipal and General Workers, 
replied to Cripps and Mellor: 

“We are accused of co-operating with Imperialistic 
Governments,” he said. 

” Cripps and Mellor know that to be a lie, and 
they have no right to make that accusation. 

“ Our Socialism is as good as theirs, but as respon¬ 
sible men and women we have to say not what we 
hope may happen in the distant future, but what wo 
are going to do to-morrow ...” 

“ I envy Dr. Salter his optimism, but I do not 
believe that singing psalms to lions will work in this 
year of our Lord.” 


Cripps and iVIellor were right about co-opera¬ 
ting with Imperialistic Governments. Dukes was 
right- when he said that his Socialism was as 
good as their’s. It was as good and as bad. 
For it was simply parliamentarism, power 
politics, and not Socialism at all. 


Rhys Davies recalled that he had been a C.O. 
in 19l6, but, after much mental agony, took his 
stand bv the League against Cripps. Davies 
has made some telling speeches against war and 
militarism in the present House of Commons 
and must know that his Rrighton speech was 
nonsense. 


George Dallas said that he had returned 
-centlv from the Labour and Socialist Inter- 
ational. The .Socialist parties on the Continent 
f F2urope were looking to the British Labour 
arty for a lead. Which meant that George 
lallas had engaged in some joy-riding at the 
Kpense of the working class. One would like 
) know all ai)OUt those mysterious Socialist 
arties What a sorry joke that parliamcntary- 


Ttie WODD 


^ocialisi i(,b MTkiiy- biisbuss ba.s pn.von! 

.lack \\illianis. of^ ilu* Iwdcration 

compared .Stath,rd Lripps with ( i.waM MoXv 
and declared ihai ihe ^^tatemenf about suppcM iing 

John Wilniot. M.IL, ,„c Xati.,„al 

(iovt.Mnim.-nl ar^;uim-nl. 1 l\ns ; 

• Lot us bo cloar about this. Thoro is no quostlon 


CONCHIES, SOCIALISTS AND 
PRISON CONDITIONS 


All (»\ci Lrilain, conscieiiiious objector^ arc 
being ynlenccd in twelve monlbs imprisonineiil 
lor rclusing medic.'il examination. Ibis diri-cis 
allcnlion to tbc (picsiion of prison conditions, 
and to the fnrlbcr fact that several persons wlul 
complained of prison conditions in lOR) to l‘)p), 
became M.L.s in l‘^2.L and did nothing i(» remedy 
the appalling conditions (jf which they coiii- 
[ilained. This fact is an oiUsianding di.sgrace to 
the parliamentarians. 


'riie name of Hubert William Lcet is io be 
louiul in lVlio\s' IVho. 'To his credit he recalls 
bis 28 months’ hard labour as a conscientious 
object(jr. What he suffered during that period 
be tells in tbc following letter : 

“ The attempted imposition of silence is unmoral, 
even if not immoral; the isolation drives the man 
into himself, and tempts him at every turn to fulfil 
the human instinct of communication with his 
fellows, a course possible by the exercise of some 
petty deceit or the breaking of a rule. The prison 
regime provides every temptation to atrophy, and 
to let oneself vegetate. Sevora! times I felt acutely 
the danger that my pacifism might become passion- 
ism, and that if not watchful I might let my life 
develop Into meals and mail-bags. . . .” 

Tn 112 Days’ Hard T.abour, Feet wrote : 


“There is in prison no method of recording 
permanently thoughts that occur during reading or 
meditation, of noting for future reference passages 
-that may be found Jielplul or striking, or of making 
notes for plans onTeturn-to ordinary life'.and 
person 9 liy the one single alteration which would go 
to make gaol life more tolerable than anything else 
would be the provision of pencil and paper, and the 
permission to retain the latter on release.” 

Hubert Feet wrote thus in 1917. Tt is now 
1941. For 24 years this intolerable barbarism 
has continued, under Labour and Tory Ck)vern- 
ments. Compare the conditions with those en¬ 
joyed in Sidmouth’s .days by Richard Carlile! 
Stephen Hobhouse wrote in 1917 : 

” Sometimes when I feel tired and ill, I long 
for some little homely comfort, such as a glass of 
hot water or some tea and dry toast. I felt cruelly 
the restrictions of what seemed the most elementary 
needs. I did not think that my body with its weak 
points would stand it long. The struggle is often 
intense. Prison life has its own special temptations 
—to selfish introspection and the like. ... I think 
the worst pitch of depression was one foggy and 
dark Sunday, when it was impossible to see either 
to sew or read in one's cell, and on remonstrating 
in the evening with one of the warders for not 
giving us the gas light, he answered, ‘ You are not 
worth it—it Is not a work day.’ The answer sank 
in.” 

In another letter, Stephen Hobhouse wrote : 

“ I told the Governor that it was impossible to 
keep the silence rule, in fact I came to the con¬ 
clusion it was morally wrong to keep it, though it 
is not good for one to have to regulate one’s talking 
according to one’s distance from the warder and 
his character. There is no doubt that the prison 
system encourages artfulness and deceit. Deaden¬ 
ing of intellect is one of the great dangers for 
educated prisoners, while others, owing to harrying, 
spying, etc., lose self-respect and all confidence in 
their power to lead a strong moral life.” 

ClilTord Allen wrote (luiini; Ills second period 


impri.^onment: 

“ one hundred and ninety-five days of stitching, 
sach of twenty-three hours and fifty minutes’ silence. 
1 think the greatest torture of enforced and per- 
letual silence is the never-ceasing consciousness of 
hinking in which it results. You cannot stop 
th nkini for an instant. And If you seem to. It is 
nlv to listen Intently to the boating of your heart 
rumming in your ears. You cannot escape thmk- 
ng about the most trivial matters of routine, 
thinc cf the very knots in tho boards each time I 
'crub them, until I could scratch them out of tho 
Inn*- to rid myself of thoir arrogant Insistence upon 
hemsolves. One Inevitable result Is a consequent 


and hopeless inability to think ol those very thlnas 
that are your Interest, and would stimulate and 
hearten you. . . . And then I seem to have no wav 
of escape from dwelling upon tho horror of the war 
and just because I cannot bo active, my imagination 
IS the more vivid, until I am driven almost to the 
breaking point of despair by thinking of all tho 
agony of tho world. . . 

We indicted Ulil'tord Allcn’^ reenrd in 77/c 
H onl h.r M;,v LMO. Ik- nude :i Raron in 
I W;-. tor supporting Kanisav M.iC.U)nald’s Ini- 
pvnabTi ( (.aliiion. d*., bis credit, in Debrelt. 
Allen lecalled the tact Ib.al be w.is imprisoned 
inree Inms .as .a conscientious <ibjcelnr. Rnl 
Allen became a peer whilst tbe.c conditions con- 
tinne<l behind the i;rim walls of <mr prisons. 
Allen is dead now. lie died in honour. .\nd a 
second j^eneraiion (»l i .( ).s is beinii condemned, 
under a seini-I .abour (Oaliiion * lovernmcnt, to 
these conditi<Mis complained of and indicted in 
1‘717. Ihe lact is unbelievable but alas it is true. 


FREETHOUGHT BIOGRAPHY 

C b.apniaii Cohen, the veteran editor of The 
T reethuiker, and I’resident of the National 
Secular Societw in / he J'rethi)iker for Julv 27 
last, j^ives a kindly iu)lice to Ibe new edition of 
mil* “ liie ” -(jf Richard C'arlile, and makes ibe 
tollowin^ intereslini; refleciioiis on the subject 
ot FreelbouLjht bioj^raphv 

“ We like the following remarks of Sir Ronald 
Storr, as given in ‘ Tho Times Literary Supplement.’ 
They are taken from a speech delivered in Edinburgh. 

‘ Reading,’ said Sir Ronald, ‘ must bear not only 
the blossom cf delight, but the fruits of absorbed 
and assimilated experience. . . . The spirit of books 
Is the spirit of freedom—universal through, yet in¬ 
dependent of li'me, clime, religion and race; the first 
book written was the first nail in the coffin of tyrants 
ail over tho world.’ 

“ That is sound philosophy, and it reminds cne 
that ever since books have been published, both 
Church and State have done their utmost to regu¬ 
late what books should be published and what should 
be said in them. The Roman Church has a colossal 
index of forbidden books, and the other ChurChes, 
while not issuing an official index, still have a lengthy 
list of forbidden books. Both State and Church 
look upon books as something that must be regu\alea 
in the’interests of established opinion. 

“ We repeat that we have no official index of for¬ 
bidden books, although their suppression in this 
country is not unknown to the law. But the great 
weapon in this country is the boycott, far more 
cowardly and contemptible than any form of pub¬ 
lished legal proscription. The majority of Christians 
will not read a book on Freethought, the majority 
of hard-crusted Tories will not read anything that 
threatens their power or privileges. Above all, there 
is the boycott—the most cowardly and the most con¬ 
temptible of all weapons. So far as we are con¬ 
cerned, the meanest form of this is manifested in 
the sphere of religion. Shopkeepers are threatened 
if they display Freethought papers, booksellers if 
they display uncompromising attacks on religion. . . 

“ Yet we have achieved, in spite of Church and 
State, a measure of freedom. But, how it has been 
fought fori Just over 100 years ago there were 
scores of men and women imprisoned for selling 
Paine's ‘ Age of Reason,’ and a long list of books 
might be given that have brought the r writers or 
sellers terms of imprisonment. The State docs not 
like freedom of publication, whatever shape the State 
is, but the Churches hate it because it strikes at 
thoir very existence. Sir Ronald Storr is right— 
the spirit of books is the spirit of freedom. But 
they may also be used to crush freedom and, when 
too late, the writers find that they have been forg¬ 
ing chains for themselves. . . . 

“ Among the very greatest Freethinkers of the 
nineteenth century siands the heroic figure of 
Richard Carlile. The years he spent in prison—on 
different sentences—Indicate the heroism of the man, 
and his conduct affected every reform movement of 
his time. The working classes owe more to him 
than most people know. II is for these reasons that 
we welcome a new edition of ’ Richard Carlile, 
Agitator,’ by Guy A. Aldred (Strickland Press, 
Glasgow, IS. 6 d.). The sketch extends to 160 pages, 
with a number of plates and is, in these days oi 
dear printing, marvellous value for money. 

“ It will ]*nil*ul>ly nut ooim- in our tinu', l»ut uiu' 
(lav W(' hopo tl>at somu wi*althy p('r>on will >oo io 
it that a st‘iio> of iiiogiai»hio> of famous Lrv'othink- 
ing wonu'n is put>lisho(l. wo have so 

ofttMi said, in this country wo have a very ofiVetivo 
method of burying our great heretics. ^Vo neglect 
them when living, and ignore them when dead. If 
possii>le, their names are nevm- montioiusl. If .ns 
prominent in ti»eir day as was Taine or Carlile. just 
a passing mention is made of them and their wx>rk 
whieh leaves the student quite ignorant of wliat 
they did, and with the impression that there is no 
need to bother about them. 

(Conlinued on paac 3 ^ 
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OBEDIENCE TO CONSCIENCE sf'rvi' their Ood as tlwy understood Ifis will. 

riietul.^i have always found in their tirst-hand 
e.vperienee of tiod wUhin the soul what they 

iTtw following imfx.ruu.t st.^tomont w:,s issued l.y ''''''' ‘'‘'"'‘<1 <•>'■ luffht'or the Liuht'of f'hrist 

lV^ OK l^ifxht illuminates the eonscienee and 

Nw.t i.; ..une. t:'in;/’(iT,d' *"‘''<- 

->d Wo imW.sl, „ as a stalomoin ot eivat value '' 

amt supreme iintHirtanco.- K\l. I 

FOUNDATIONS AND GROWTH. 

RECOGNITION OF coNsciFNrp ^^odotv of IJi riends has always asSsoeiated 

uubNiTiON OF CONSCIENCE. consdontiou.. oonviction with the rovelation of 

It tundamontal to the faith of a (’hristian ^'od within the heart. In using such lancruaffo 
deinocracN that a citizen has ohligations which would not suggest that ohedienee tcreon- 
may over-ride his duty to obey the laws of the seience is eompjianee with the vetoes or 

land. 1 he I>ritish Parliament has recognised i'hjHnetions of a mysterioim inner oracle, ft is 
th:- in several Statutes hy providing exemption ^Jcknowledginont hy a man\s whole self of 
-upon grounds of conscientious conviction. The « loyalty—to a'principle, a cause or a person- 

most recent examples are the military service to which he feels committed and which he may 

betray. Conscience is a '‘sense of 

The Prime Minister has declared “the capable- of Jevelopmcnt as its 

which have been granted in this war are obeyed. Training, heredity 

and the last to conscientious objectors are well f^\'ample, thought, reason and religious 

known, and are a definite part of British all help to determine its quality, 

policy. Anything in the nature of persecution, becomes an impelling power, not 

vietimisation or man-hunting is odious to the prompting a certain course of action 

British people (House of (’ominous, ^larch making it impossible to do anything else. 
^Oih, IPdl). q'he Minister of Labonr and 'vords of Martin Luther: “Here stand 

National Service has emphasised the same ^^ other.-' 

principle by repeatedly expressing disapproval It is oiir experience thnt f-iithfiihinoc + 
of th(' action of local authorities and private science illuminated bv the Light of God h/The 
employers who have victimised eouseientious heart produces a life which isfupa in = • ^ 

objectors because of their views. the co'm„uii,itw“ S 

PRESENT LIMITATION OF THIS RECOGNITION, and positive kinds, sometimes it mav 

The .Society of Friends is thankful for this negative service of refusing 

recognition of conscience, but is the more oi'regulations which are 

disturbed that the extension of the principle • ^ to hinder the higher loyalty. 1'he test of 
of conscription to industrial purposes, tiro of life lived, though the 

watching, and civil defence should be acconi- ■ ‘ “*^f"‘ng and .significance of it may not be 

paiiied bv a drastic limitation of- the recog- ''’"’“'d'ately apparent. .John Woolmaii felt ‘-a 
nition to he accorded to conscientious ! instructed by his 

conviction. On behalf of the Government this to write a Bill of Sale for a negro 

limitation was .stated hy the .Minister of , * , ® “ prelude to a lifetime’s 

Labour and ’ National Service (Hou.se of ' 'o the cau.se of the slave. 

CommonB, .\pril Ist, lO-tl) in the words “T 
'.idniU it^v \irinci\dc (li vonscieiiliovis 
JuytuUuli^Lo civiL work," ami • 'l o say that, 


hifl best to see clearly and judge hoiie.stly upon 
the moral issues confronting him is ' under 
obligation to net upon the conclusions ho has 
roacdied even though fuller enlightenment 
might show him to be in error, for to do otlicr- 
wise will be to betray the riglit as he see,s it; 
Hie verdict of his eonscienee is binding upon 
turn, for the alternative is to surrender to 
e.vterna] pressure, and abandon the right and 
s bTt'** fdioieo and personal resiion- 


CREATIVE character OF CONSCIENCE. 

--- -,.,iu lu Bay iiiai ji^ nemi 

you can have a consciciitiou.s objection to regulation by the -State of cconbniic 

Male mechanism would resolve itself into '■f'*"''>f'«'‘ips and social services. .Moreover 
tuniinir the whole of ih<> .'Sintn o ,.r ihat the State cannot on the score of freedom' 

condone laziness. We can understand that to 
those pre-occuined with active for-ins of social 

)IT1TI 11 !i f I/k ti I r« -k. ^ j K. 1 • 


turning the whole of the State into a state of 
anarchy." 

In view of this new limitation the Society 
ot I riends is impelled (o state now what i‘t 


, . „nai n 

l)«qi(‘\fs to ho the basis and consi^cniont import- • ' sonKdinio.s an cxeuso Tor ovasion or 

anco of ohcdionco to i*rjnuf*iniw#n IIHK 11011. 


anco of ohcdionco to vonscionoo. inaction. ( onscnmtiou.s ohjoetion, however 

co.so,.H„o„. coKv,o,,oKs 

........ 

• •If It _ ^ 1 "“III. .>ian\ sinc(‘re iieooh* first 

rjyr “■=' .''i'-.r;,™:, ”r)E: 

Ibis si„ry recounts a .lirc-t n.fn.sal on the "" ‘'"’"'r''" '« Primarily crciilivo. |( 

>.rt Ot loyal servants of the Stjito tn ,, 1 ,..,. \‘’b>|)s a relatlonshij) to fPo eominunitv 

'""o';® '!>'■ righted,>.« ordering of Ih'.. 


worship ,he.Boldon Imago whiih.hou h^s^“oT’up' 

I Ills siory recounts a .lirc-t rotn.sal 

pari ol loyal .servants of |1„. .state to ol.ev ils V-V ' ” ■' ■‘■"’■‘"‘'"I 

.lemauds when they contliete.l with lovaltv to '•'F - .„ .. 

d- jlie partieulnr witnes of eueb ‘aue'lias ' . '"'cordanee with the e\ ‘ 

varied in the diireriue eire..„w... , P<'r>"nee of our .Soeietv i • ^ 


CONSCIENCE ALWAYS ENTITLED TO RESPECT 

It eonscienee is sometimes mistaken it is 
cc(uall\' true that no Inmiaii tribunal can be 
sure ot judging whether it he genuine ’I'he 
National Service (.\rmed Forces) .Act in p-o- 
viding lor the recognition of conscientious 
ohjeetion has enabled many men to make clear 
to an understanding Tribunal the wav in which 
they fee) tree to serve the. coinnuinitv. There 
will however, always he many men'who feel 
that any alternative to secure their eompliance 
IS as unneeeptahlo to them as is the iirineinal 
^ryice required under the Act. Others again 
Mill feel compelled to refuse to change their 
occupation at the behest of a .Minister for a 
purpose which they must conseientionsJv dis¬ 
avow. J heir conviction should meet with 
lespeet even at the risk of some insincere 
claimants receiving treatment which they do 
not deserve. - 

Respect should be accorded also to many 
vvhoin we know to he equally sneere but whose 
thoughts run more easily in political channels 
and phraseology. Our own belief is that con- 
scientioiis'convictioii always arises from the 
l-ight ot God in a man’s heart, but those of 
whom we are now speaking would themselves 
make no such claim. They should not be mis- 
.Jiulged hy the assumption that moral convic¬ 
tions must always be given an avowedly ^ 
re igiou-s basis. The proof of a man’s moral 
enlightenment lies in whether his convictions 
ead sooner or later into a true and e.vtcnding 

lu.imn brolhcidiooiL yu.ij, iin4£i^i^dii.g--au 
understanding which we believe can only reach” 
its fulle-st depth as it is linked with a unitv in 

(7 0 ( 1 . 

'I'ho noblest c.xnmple of individual lovaltv to 
a guidance within the soul is found in the life 
of .fosus f'hrist In Him the Light of God 
lone at its lirightcst and his determimition to 
follow i|.s leading i.s seen ns he set his face 
.Blcadtnslly towards donusaleni to meet the fate 
vvhich ho knew awailcd him the--;. lli,« con¬ 
duct might have been criticised as bcino- both 
iinpalriotic and unpractical, but his crncifiNion 
rcminii.s a judgmmit upon coiivcnlional opinion 
a.s we) as a revelation of the redemptive love 
"I (■<id. Ills loyalty to the guidance of God. 

Jiiul jli(‘ s|)iri| in wliich ho iinq por.^oenfion ^ot 
free the most ja.l.ml force for ovcrcoinin.r ovil 
wbicli ibe world lias known. 'I’bus be sGind.s 
lor all lime the rcvcalcr of the Father and the 
mspiralioii of those who follow him 
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varied in tl.o ,,i|r,.,|ng circunistaX'sEl;;, ' 

<r of tin- obc.lu.ncr ,lrmamlo,l. 'nnonK'houl 
nslory this raitbriili„...;s to .onsciem-.., though 
coMdi.inncd at tho tirn... has com,, to 1... rc.mc- 
msc.l a- ol lasting woilb. Itca.linos.s to aceem 
oiir,.im,g for .-ouvi,.lions has giv,.,, „ .. 


w''''oTo.'V.’'.l’".'' I”*"'’ ‘"“I ‘»-‘l''v 

■ ' V O .1 " "'ill frivo posit iv,. 

"'ll as ncgaliv,. i.xprossion I,, |l„.i,. 

ITS VERDICT AND AUTHORITY. 

\Vc do not n.^.«ort tinil ho who cduim.. to lo* 
O tij^. conscionco infa||il,p. 

^ HOC an* m(‘vilal>ly in.sfancos of honosf s(df 


.. , .a r(‘( cnio- mm .. ‘ oonscionco mla h in* 

m. ■-l,»n„.|,.,. to nr,. I,.v,.al,.,l human ,.|rorl ""•vital,ly instances of bom.sl .s,.lf! 

• a '"sll.v but nobi,. slat,, of |,.nsion " 'hrongh lack of s,.|r.|..,mxv. 

biougb wbicli I In. ,,nalily of lit,, wa.s i-ais,.,l v-- ar,. mislak.'ii and son,.. ,|,.,.p 

(»ur own .So,i,.|v was I.,,,... <i . looh-il lUi'linalion or disim.linal i,,,, „l,:..i. i... . 


,, ,, . ' * . ” 11 .- MU 

Our own .Socoly was born in lb.. ..vp..ri..m-.. 
"f nom ami woim.ii win, n„.| pnbli.lv to, 

tmbnn..,. hy U,,. nmgi,st,-a|.., sohli,.,-s h.s. 


.."••"•'--'-""'"lisin.-IinaUomT;^^^^ 

. 1 . , r'V' '•■•a.lilv i.l..nlifv a 

l >l■•-I "•».• of tin. .langcs of war. or a nn-r. 


, •.P'” 

!l . /r*** MM^““^‘i»“prisoniiHMil or Cvon IVn.V 'A 'V /*'''• ‘*7” con.KcitMif ion.*; ohjp,. 
h*a h. I liry horo all Ihi.^^ faillifnllv (•on^rifm*^ i \ i’’ mV'*’’ IhiMvforo dioiild 

... .... ...'"SrS:::;,,”;. - 


isHihMl M siMM'ijiI Jippo.il tor Ll,<)7| lU ;iil i 
NmM.mhrr HMo. |..s, „umrl, ,hi, 

IK 1,1. DuhnK III.' interval thoro l,a.| I„m-i 
rv^ul.ir Mumll.Iy losses „„ f |„. |, 

'•‘•‘•ny.r .Ins s„,„ XV.. ran rarrv on for s.nnr t imr 

,.nr montl.lv xvitl.onl u^rth.r 

iln. riirnlation ol tl.o paprr i.^ rising. 1.;,,^ ('I.r, 
Antplry ,,.|K it in tl.r MrrM-ts Covmtrv ha.K 
Ntall.rnlur has s,.nt L’lO t,,v. .|s j,. p,. 

working; man ron.rs in h.r l,,si ,,1 raci, monti, 
ami nivrv 10 A K.mlon tlortoi. .v|.,i hrlirv in 

In-ali.u- ami sanity, has srnt LI ami promis...! V .|n 
-o oarl. im.ntl.. ()„ all ,Mrs ,on.nnir:. -rr .,r>?inr 

ns lo krrp il.r u.nk v;t)in,,; T).,. total r,‘tnrn 

inontl. \\;is tl.r injrlu'st y«l 
workrr- liavr li>ft (kl. ami 1 

.’^tir.'t shop. Phr ,I«.licit m v. 
r,imra,Ir., it i^ a vrar -ims 
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iarcii l«y a iiuihhlinL- Wva\ nul riili 
11 V arliU- wii 


:iV.“ 


. I ^ -lit ! ' .■ 

:: 1 \ hi'; ;-i 

ikl h - ‘ - • I !!ti a - 

1- ! 


-1 ! 


iiL‘ I- .■.iilti' ;li:- 

ur‘ 'i‘‘r a i ^ * t) t hi* 

i' ’ .-ii. t h*r« U*r.-, in : hr 
\ llu vu-inin.irv 


: h *: . 

{h■'^t pri-'v)!! singular in tra.l 

..•I'nriiH :<;nra'. 

Man\ ( inr.i.hlrv. ha vr r\jll•l•^-rli aji.irrrlat imi 
• i! ihr ri‘r.‘ir nni• iii-a 1 nn* i‘l tin* ihirii nli'.inn. 
'rin w.r-lv ua.h.- in:nr«t\rt! liy ihr aihlition- 
indn a 1 1 ’ii in lit - t«»):;nu-mar\ . 'riinx wna* nol 
inrorni.ratid iit tin. ihiiil riliiion nwin.i; i‘> a 
ininirrV- ini^iakn. ami ihr ililVn nliv nl rrpair 
inii it, whrit <li<rovmi*(l. withniii nmlnly |M»<t 
jmninL:' j»nhlirat i<»n. 

I. CARLILE’S BIOGRAPHERS. 

'I'hc l^' ll prnirtoo uiakrs mcirin'r to \\ . 1 h 
W'iokwar's niniunnrntal wmk. / hr Mnt(ii/lr hry 
I hr I'rrriirm <>1 Thr rrrss. 'I'liis llval^ lari;rlv 
111 Kicharil t. arlilr and hts ntaLiniliornl tiriht. 


[>if- 

. . .^r* at a )•(. i : imalilv 

‘ ■ linn unilrrstaml. Ik uuj^hl nr\ 
altrnii tr.i ih-r task. 

\\ ti kar insi.stN that C arlilr w.as no 
rhia is inu-. rin lari ntakr^ C arlilr's sinrrh 
from thr iloi'k ;• ina*.;nilurni i*r! fm-manrr, for 
* 'n ralhrd rloijnrnr.- and possrssrr,. t-\ cn to da' 
lirr. 


airnrary o! hi \ r 

the feclini; oi 

ol kadirai Ihoir-hi. .. 

thont;lri rrdtn *1 to r-•in|>larrnrvs demt 


.heir ai^ireenienl willi 

whjt t 'llu diltiruhy. ihrn, 
immd \\ hi^;^r l. and I rre- 
anvlhiin- 


orator. 


lilst insiirr In thr iiirin'M V ol * arlile, ^lOriai 
ke|)uhliran and joninalist of Ihe poor ha- hut 
ti. ji.- 4atid to he reri'-pii^id. 

( >n dte other hand, mv itnpi ra)nn\cnts, ahno>t 


a 


lh.il 


\\ irk war ohjeri s to harlile's romlnri in liie 
dork in 1S1‘). lie oui^ht to know that I arlile’ 
ronienlioits wane rii^ht and that the indi;r* . ron 
ri’i»lioiu^ ol hla^pheniy and sedition were ridi 
rulons. riuw have heiai repudi.aled from the 
1 rnrh sinre then in nmsl learned \eidirts that 
1 ra 1 like -ironddiand Versions of t arliU-'s 
oriiLtinal leasonin^. C'aililr’s a;^_i;res;ive ronihul 
w s the heha\ionr ol tljc ai^ilator. Wirkwar 
is nnahlt* to appreri.ate its splendour herause 
he has the mind of a pi^my srholar and 
is rapahh- only of wandi*rini; round in a ma/e of 

.1 Kienaru aroie .imo ..m»s ... k*.i;al jari^on unrelated even to jurisprudenre, the 

should lind a place in everv Ideethinker’s lihrary, mental cohweh of desitotism. ( arlile heloni^s to 
noiwilhstandin- its shortcomings. the desj ised underworld of aj^itation and 

W ickwar compares the three l.io-i aidiies of a.uitahn-s. d'he lirsl Christians helon-ed to this 
Cdrlilc- (i 1 Ihdvoake's; Mrs. Carlile Camp world in the days ol the ancient koman iMupire, 
hell's andinVown.' (See pa-e hk of Wick war’s when Chrisliamty was desinsed and rejecle.l. 

■ 'This underworld has heen the real overwork! ot 

, 11 1 1 ’ 1 * 1 nroercss. Since the davs of (. aesar to those ol 

W ukwar states ‘''P /A,lvocatos-an,l Lal.mtr Ministers of 
•haso ou a clos.- ,v/m/v 1 Seettritv. tltc real un<lerw..rhl nf tlu.uKlU 

Aclitally. llnlyoakc s , l,as l.een the lasltional.le political and intellectual 

Holyoakcs f S’" / u. C underu-orl.l of lawyers anti juducs, tlte routine 

tor l ehruary S'K) . I- ^‘Y/ niediocrity of bcncli and l.ar. There have l.een 

and the essax wdl he leuscd a 1 j-r^t lawyers and Rreat judjjes. lUit these have 

printed. Ilolvoakc can. 'T- ' i.ecn rare'and u.suallv fell on had times hecausc 

authority t.ti the struu.ule t.l Cailik. .subicel t . ^ j could not 

the most care ul extin.utal.on ' suppress. T.ul the ru.i of the inatcrtiity has hec.t 

connnem tshelptul. 1 Its record ol, ;' - of the Ivpc of T.ord Justice Abbot. TTc was one 

unrehahlc, and coniradicloi\. I h«il Wickwat - . . . .. i i 


eijual in linu- to i arlik's, hnt more vicious in 
riiar.a. u r. an! uuve intensive in pk'u*’, enables 
nu- i(» lu'iri' - arlilr's Miitkifl md ui.unu'r of 
apiMt iavh. 

II. VICARY GIBBS. 

ChapliT 1\. (if t arlile’- "life,” iieaded "Ixg.al 
kio*;raphv, ’ records the story of \ icary (lihhs 
and ends with a reference to his “ levity," hy 
whii'h he meant leniincy, or lie>ilalion to jwnsc- 
enle eharite-i of -edition or hla>phemy. The 
chapter should have continued and conchidcal a-, 
set out in the following par.aeraphs. 


was -unaware of the real value to place on 
Idolvoake’s writinits detracts Iroin the worth ol 
Ins own writini^. ll lessens considerably his 
:ritical aulhoritv. He also show.s that he can- 
aot read, for his statement a.s to ])eriod over 
which Holyoakc knew k arlile is inaccurate and 
rontr.ndicts the hook. 

Wickwar .states that Mrs. Carlile Camphell 
liardlv remembered her father, but had some ol 
his correspondence and knew some of his 
friends. This is c(n*rect. 

Wickwar describes my hio},M:iphy .as a “ Com- 


ni me lype oi i.uiu ..v, ..... 

of the worst judges despotism employed tor its 
evil purpose. It is but natural that Wickwar 
should evidence studied regard for his memory. 
The reader must turn to C'haptcr TV., in which 

TVickwar ohjeHs to my eulogy,of Carlile: hut 
lie cpiotes TrcvelyvaU'-whose verv name spells 
learning—and the very work to which reterence 
is made in this es.sav. 


l‘erha])s Gilihs exf)resscd his “ levity *’ in its 
most e.xpan.slvc form iit the case of I’errv, pro- 
priet(»r of the Morniiiif Chromclr, the leading 
Whig jJaper of the ikav. Thi> pa])er published 
an eilitorial containing the following pas^^age : - 
“ What a crowd of blessings rush upon one’s mind 
that might be bestowed upon the country, in the 
event of a total change of system. Of all monarchs, 
indeed, since the Revolution, the successor of George 
the Third will have the finest opportunity of becom¬ 
ing nobly popular." 

h’nr these words alour, cx.actly as they stand, 
aggravated hv no innuendo or additional jiassagc, 
kerry was prosecuted on an cx-officu) information 
hy Sir \ icarv (iihhs, who, as Henry, l.ord (’ock- 
hiirn, a judge of the C oitrl ol Session, wrote 
later, "might ha\e been AltorneV-t icneral to 
Henry VI11." 

(iihhs maintained that these wonk implied 
that blessings were kept irom the country .hy 
George the Third, and that this lowered his 
majestv in the esteem of his people! (iihhs 
overlooked the fact that no comment could lower 
(icorge the Third in the esteem of the common 
pcopic 1 In anv case, the comment was directed 
against the poVuicat and -dcial admirvktvatinn, 

for which the king was sujipu^jcd 
• 1 1 _ 1.... l . 17 .+ o.r'iin.:! k*lna*<; ner 


Trevelyvan says that the revival of Paine’s 
inllitcnce* was due to kichard Carlile, who 
snlTcrcd and achievrd more for the lil>erlv ol 


the i'res.s ihan any other F.ngli.shman ol the 
iciuriiid Carlile as a denii-<i(Hl anioiu/ (Icnians.” ninclccnth century." Ibis conies pci nous \ 
Tc C-mfum'nisl " a.lieetive i.s inlvocluecl front near the pictures of Garble that my htography 
•as The "comiK‘dinm’’ reference imjdies that outlines. The truth is, that 1 am in en ire 
" c-'iinot write The " demi-god " is meant to svmpathv with my subject. Holyoakc was nevet 
c ti^ m T false writing and unbalanced i„ kaC sympathy with him. lew mmIc n 

.d'mci Rationalists or I'rccthinkers arc. Winch cxi)latn> 

These throe charges are most unfortunate for why Wickwar prefers Holyoakc to ntyscl. as 
he man who makes them, 'bhe adjective has biographer. 

<) place in the record, for it is obvious that 1 
11 a complete libertarian, and, as regards 


Airlilc. mv bias is towards the principle ol tlie 
Tsoluie i’Teedom of the IVe.ss. Certain lolk, 
laiming to be Conmiiini.st, falsely in my opinion, 
.bject to a l-'rcc I’rc.ss and favour dictatorshii) 
iver opinion. It is not correct to say that the 
mrk is a " Comimmist compediiim,’ lor it does 
lot nicniion nor discuss Communism. t is 
■orrect lo say that the Wickwar’.s comment i.s an 
\nti-Communisl inaccuracy, for it betrays spleen 
md exitoscs the writers narrow approach. As 
h,r •• compediuni." it may he that 1 cannot 
)ut to state facts simply and 'V)’'”®. 

isefiil than to write falsehoods clotiucntlt. Man\ 
iars are eloquent. The "demi-god touch is as 
infortunatc as the rest of Wickwai ^ ' 

;ir C. M. Trcvelvvan, who was w'f a Coin 


T conclude this chapter on the subject of 
Carlilc’s importance and his biographcr.s. by 
recalling a truth written bv Robert Louts 
Stevenson in a moment of rare insight :■ - 


•• To vjritc with authority about another man, we 
musrhavf some fellow-feeling and seme oemmen 
ground of experience with our -^atedTo 

SS eU“f crn="‘?eer^s rhiorwonn c 

r ars^rs 

;;;lrerpt1e^s:1-^sllte^^^ietan^^^ 

blots, oxcepiionb, . repugnance, 

admire. 


ihle no longer, and not against the king s per¬ 
sonal dignity. I'.ven I-'.llenborough was in favour . 
of the acquittal that took place. l*ul the pr07c- 
cution expresses the outlook the htingrv 
pendantic sclf-.seeking logic born of the mel.-i- 
pbvsics of self-interest-of tbc legal mind. It 
placed Cdbbs. tbc aspiring bireling of consti¬ 
tutionalism based on exploitation, in bis proper 
categorv. as Ibe enemy of Richard Garble: and 
it elevated Carlile. as his enemy, to Ins place ot 
worth in bi.story. ^ 

In addition to prosecuting 1 erry. C.ibbs also 
pro.seeiued. among others. Cobbctl. and John and 
l.eiHi Hunt. His reward came m due course, 
and'’he became one of. his Majesty’s Jwlgcxs. m 
companv with the following notorious ex-Whigs. 
Rest. Cdplev, Scarlett. 

What a moan scramhle, law ami politics 
prc-ieiu! During the 12 years 1818-lS.W ihc-rc 
‘vcrc 0 Altorncv and Solicitor-Generals. al 
hating Carlile. for a living! h-klon reckoned 
■that ritero were IS .luring the 20'years ending 
1824! 

( To he concludcl.) _ 

__— nii; ~ :r^ '- 


■J 
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In other words, all or any criticisms winch 
may pass upon the subject ol a Inograpmal 

skdcl ••.re .IS “"b"":.,, ,' 


en as is expressed by me in less powtjitn j,. .;,cter and tcmpcrameiil of bun 

nguage. Trevelyvan cannot be accused of 

; ii:: iiisr sr 

1 .. lUi* u('i''ht whiui 
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THE BREAKDOWN OF THE 
STATE 

By C. H. NORMAN 

i riio valual>lc essay from ihc pen ol 

onr comralo. e'. 11. .\ormati. was published 
in The TiiUwox fnr |ulv *1. - 

Md.l 

In Messrs, llcineman publi.shod a Irans- 

latimi to* a book by an Austrian writer. Max 
Xordau. entitled “ Convontumal l-ies of our 
Civilisaiitm.” a careful and far-reachiiy" analysis 
of the cviK then alYlieiini;^ I'.uropean and Knglish 
civilisation, as they sirucl? a humane and learned 
mind. 

The width of subject-matter covered by the 
book winch has been ignored by most English 
writers on social and political questions—can be 
judged by the chapter headings : “ The Monar¬ 
chical and Aristocratic Lie,” “ The Religious 
Lie,” ‘‘ The Political Lie.” “ The l’'xonomic Lie,” 

“ The Matrimonial Lie,” " Lesser Lies,” dealing 
with the Press and the methods of journalism 
under its growing caj)italistic business organisa¬ 
tion. and various subsidiary evils of modern 
society. The book winds up with a remarkable 
chapter on the possibility of harmonising the 
social, moral and eccniomic conllicts in b'uropcan 
and American civili.sation before the dishar¬ 
monies within society would disrupt that society 
completely. The warnings of this gifted writer 
were unheeded, and to-day one has the pain of 
witnessing the catastro|)he clearly forseen in his 
book. 

Incidentally, the capacity of the writer can 
be judged by the fact that the chapter on “ The 
F.conomic Lie ” has not the limitations so obvious 
in Marx’s analysis ‘' Capital,” as Xordau is not 
fettered by the ideology of Marxian-Hcgelian 
]>hilosopby. 

CLASSES AND CLASS INTERESTS 

- Xord a-u d_id noi i^iakc the error ui assuming, 
because there were classes in society, all those 
classes had necessarily an economic motive 
governing their relationship to society. Marx 
assumed a class interest in the working class 
arising from labour power. Class interest does 
not arise from labour power: but only from 
the ])ossession of economic privilege—derived 
from the p'rotitable exploitation of labour power 
by a non-labouring class. Hence the muddle and 
upper classes hold a privileged position, which 
creates a general economic interest in Mtem as 
clas.ses : whereas the working man has only his 
labour power, which docs not create, p.sycholo- 
gically or ecoiunnically. a class interest in him. 

So the working class, as a class, can always be 
beguiled, when occasion of political or economic 
crisis requires it, by the other classes into thinking 
their interests are those of the middle and upper 
classes: whereas, on the Marxian analysis, they 
should see their interests were opposed to those of 
the other classes—as, in fact, they obviously are. 

It is because the working class docs not move 
from class motive that the ."Socialist and Trade 
I nion M(»vemcnt has always found itself acting 
as a lackey of the C'apitalist class, as was shown 
in futp ’Cltect during the war of 1914-1918 
throughout lMir(>pc. as was seen in the hislorv 
of the Labour (iovernments of h’ngland, and has 
been cc)nclusivcly demonstrated by the action of 
the working class and their leaders since the war 
begrin in 19.^9, during which period the working 
clas> has been content to accept the leadership 
ot ii> two past outstanding enemies in Messrs. 
Neville { hamberlain and Winston Churchill, 
whose political careers were stamped, i)rior to 
the war and during the war. with a common 
H’luctance to take any administrati\e action to 
^‘dvance the interests of the mass of h'.nglish 
people, and whose w.ar records have the common 
tactor ot having brought the people of the 
country under their leadership, to the verge if 
>Uit beyond it of irretriev.able disaster. 

the citizen and the state 

Lite interesting t)assage in the book referred 
t‘> deals with the relationship betwet n the citizen 
and the Stati a*- illustrated bv the coerci\e legu- 



lations of government, taxation and the demands 
of military conscrii)tion. The tunction of the 
State has been to organise society, to protect the 
citizen from tyrannical acts and dangers and to 
safeguard the citizen’s life' and property, It is 
rather a humorous fact to notice, at a time when 
the Slate seems overwhelming in its power, that 
all the sanctions for its existence arc disappear¬ 
ing. .So far from the Stale protecting the life 
and j)roi)erly of the citizen it has al)dicate<l that 
function entirely. In circumstances of air war¬ 
fare the Slate cannot protect the life and pro- 
])erty of the citizen, as the condition ol many 
cities in b'.ngland and Europe conclusively proves. 
Ilolh sides, by gradual and persistent attack, 
given lime, could wipe out every city and village 
of any size .in the respective countries. There is 
no moral question involved in that process : it 
is merely a matter of mathematical calculation. 


date. The book, too, was j)ubli.shed in Ir.ans- 
lalif)n by Messrs. Ileinemann in 19.'^8 under the 
title ” King, l.ords and ricnllemen,” and has 
been equally smothered by the critics, a.s appar¬ 
ently was at that time Xordau’s splendid book. 
Though normally referable to IL'itish institutions, 
this Cierman book had a general relationship to 
the I'hiropean sickness unto death. Considering 
what is .said by propagandists about freedom of 
discussion in Britain, it is certainly strange that 
two of the wi.sesl political books ever iniblished 
should have been written by an Austrian and 
a (ierman in X'ienna and Stuttgart, translated 
into English and completely ignored ! 

It is certainly the fact that 

Herbert Spencer’s warnings concerning the com¬ 
ing slavery by the State have proved true. The fact 
that the slavery is imposed by Liberalism and 
Socialism does not alter the practical effect. 


detestable state of affairs 

\'ast numbers of citizens to-day are paying 
half their earning to the Slate by way of taxa¬ 
tion—direct and indirect—but none of them has 
the slightest guarantee that, on returning to their 
work in the morning, they will not hnd their 
place of employment destroyed—or, perhaps, will 
themselves have been blown to atoms with their 
families and property during the night. 

It is hardly creditable to the citizens of 
bTirojJc that they should so meekly accept such 
a detestable state of altairs. The very statement 
of the matter is enough to repre.sent the horror 
the modern .State has brought upon mankind. 

The jargon of We can take it! ” has really 
no sense in the circumstances, for to-day every¬ 
thing has been taken away which the State pro- 
fes.sed to protect. The inviolability of the home 
has disappeared by the action of the State. The 
right of personal property no bmger exists. 

The right of personal security from imprison¬ 
ment by administrative degree without accusation or 
form of trial has gone. 

When it is alleged that the people are whole¬ 
heartedly in support of the war. one may wonder 
why the (lovernment should think it necessary 
ti) inlcrn^^Cabinel NlnyisLcr^_^diniral4,,cpluiicls, 
barristers and working men of all kinds, who are 
British subjects, without any form of trial, or 
any pretence that they could be convicted of 
any offence, even under the wide provisions of 
the Statutes of Edward the Third and Henry 
the Seventh, which stand unrepealed. It was 
not done in the la.st war. Such action by the 
offiaers of the Slate is evidence not of belief in 
their cause, but fear that public discussion and 
debate would destroy the morale of the people. 
I he tact that the legislative and administrative 
machine in Britain and Germany is working on 
•parallel lines is only another example of the irony 
of the .situation. 


protection for the citizen? 

Max .Xordau, in his references to conscription, 
points out how absurd the contradiction is 
between the institution of military conscription 
and the claim of the State to afford protection 
to the citizen. I he soldier who is conscripted is 
denied any {)pporlunity of protecting his own 
tamily from danger. Men who are fighting in 
the Balkans cannot protect their families from 
air attack in Berlin or London. Indeed, one of 
the curiosities of the present war is that the 
civilian i.s forced to support a vast Army and 
Xavy which cannot protect either him or their 
own families at home. It is only a c[uestion of 
time. ;il the present ratio of destruction of ships, 
when there will be no commerce-carrying vessels 
on the seas at all. The .‘^tate is carrying its 
destructive propensities .so far that even thev 
may become self-destructive in the exact sense. 
Should the over-sea submarine and air fleets of 
Russia, the I’niled States and Iai>an engage 
actively m the war. in a matter of 18 months 
practically every merchant ship of the belUgenent 
1 owers would be at the bottom of the sea or laid 
up m harbour, leaving a few .ships sailing under 
the protection ot neutral Hags to carrv^ on the 
commerce «»f the world ! 


It is rather instructive ih.it in 1938 i 
garl there was published .a Iniok carrvi 
Aord.iu s ;m;dysis ot the situation rigl 


When those excuses about the Xew World 
after the war are uttered by the tyrants of to¬ 
day, let us remember that, when this war is 
over, as was the case in 1919 onwards, the people 
will lie so exhausted that the privileged class will 
re-assert their authority with ease, as*those who 
put forward this soothing syrup about the new 
social order after the W^orld War of 1914-18 
knew. 

At the moment, the only goal in this war 
which is cerain is the establishment of economic 
and political slavery everywhere, or a complete 
breakdown of State organisation by its own con¬ 
tradictions being brought home to the mind of 
everyone by the tyranny of war-time demands, 
in which life, youth, property and home are com¬ 
mitted li) a common destruction by that State 
whose main excu.se for its existence is the pro¬ 
tection of tho.sd values which it is engaged daily 
in destroying. 


FREETHOUGHT BIOGRAPHY 

{Concluded from facfc 32) 

Taki* for oxample that nii.'^erahlo iiroUucrion bv 
a late ^Minister of tklueatioii, ‘ A Ki.^^tory of Europe,’ 
by the Rigfit Hon. H. A. L. Fisher, published a few 
years back. In liis excellent ‘ British History in the 
Nineteenth Century,’ G. M. Trevel>'an said of Ivu-liard 
(’arlilc that ho ‘ suffered and achieved more for the 
liberty of the Press than any other Englisliman of 
the nineteenth century. He and hi.s like bore the 
brunt of the early struggle. . . . Thanks to these 
sturdy predecessors the dee»)rous and well-to-do 
philosophers of the Vietorian era were able without 
f(‘ar of the law to write whatever they thought about 
the relation of scienee and literature to dogmatic 
belief.’ 

“ In another part of his work he dwells on the 
good fortune of the working class of their day having 
three such servants as Owen, Cobbot and Place. But 
one may look through the whole of the 1,300 pages 
of Mr. Fisher’s book for any reference to their work. 
Those whom a scientific history has consigned to the 
muck heap of humanity are there galore, but not 
the names of the heretical men and women who 
fought so well, suffered so greatly and achieved so 
much for humanity. 

“It is a cowardly and contemptible policy, this 
burying of great men and women. Young students, 
and now aged teachers, are ignorant of how much 
those early reformers did for the world that they 
spend no time in finding out what these men and 
women did. And not only is the policy of punishing 
our groat reformers carried on by the Churches, 
but modern politics takes a hand. Politicians are 
as frightened of offending a wrongly educated public 
opinion by praising notorious Freethinkers as religi¬ 
ous leaders are of evaluating heretics in such a way 
their flocks may be led to read their works. 

“ We think our copy of Fisher’s ‘ History of 
Europe' cost us 10s. 6d. We advise others to wait 
until they pick it out of a shilling lot on a seconef- 
hand bookstall." 


CREECH JONES 

We have made .'Several references to the ex¬ 
cellent speech made in the House of Commons 
by our comrade, Creech Jones, on April 10 la.st. 
That speech is in type and will be published in 
<nir next issue, (.'omrades interestetl in Rhodesia 
and the (.|uestion »)f C'olonial eN]>loiiation aiuJ 
development ought to read this speech, i inler 
the Xuvember B'c>n/ now. 
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F. W. JOWETT 

ENEMY OF MILITARISM, POVER1Y 

and war 


1. A GENERAL REVIEW 


wv ilial it is iioccssarv to make 

, .-■■i-ialism ami I’eace. we are 

M' ine iV'lHUO. ill ill's issue, to a i>arliamcntary 


I'.l InLi iiMiiuv., Ill HI*. ’ , . J - 

\vn<' '-lalntains an aliiludo oi unconi- 
•Vvroinwlno hosiilitv in war. and lias rendered 
‘.real ^eA-'e, in davs -.me l.y. to those wdio 
.;uiiVred r..r eonscienee and anli-nnhlarisin. ( Hir 
i.lerene* is to 1. W . JoWCtt. 

in lowctt eonnnenecd work in a 

1;. .dford wcavin-'shell as a half-timer, when he 
... , eii^lU vear. of a^e. I'<m- a niiniher .d years 
•' ^ \r Made. ma<lerink d hntd lie held 

• iu- .--‘.m id mannfaeuircr s assistant. lUit he 
.../ihinkin- and he fell the call to Soeiahsm. 
William Mnrrisaiid itclforl Ihix were en-a^ed in 
'i.eir meal Soeialist I* .’.uealional a-ilalion 
ihronelP The old .Sneialist 1 .ea-uc. and Jowetf 
ic.ineil the or-anisaiion. 'I'hal is aa years aj^o. 
iinil he has been slrii--lm- to realise the 
idval ever diiee. lie e.uild tell a -real deal that 
i^ n.iw for-olieii of the early stru-^s: the 
(•(.nllieiin- lile:ils of refonnini^ the lerrible con- 
;ind speedin- the social revolution . the 
ni.mv di.senssioiis as to which was imperative: 
>lrnk-les to ^et lumt,M-y children ted; to secure 
liLiter hoii>es for workin- folk. etc. As a parlia- 
i.ientarv S.K.'ialisl. lowctt cn-ai(ed in a thirlv 
yc.-vi--* stru-Lde to destroy the iiresciU system ot 
(’abinet fiovernment. In re ly l.> our criticism 
of iiarliamcntarisni. Jowetl ]minl> out that it is 
aiti.al for the common people to underslaiul 
that it is not a svsiem ol parliameiUarv -o\cin- 
inent we are endurin-'amr liwin- under-, whether 
such a svstem is bad or -ood in itself, but a 
.system of Cabinet (ioveriimcnl. backed iij) and 
laibbe--slamj)ed by jiarly caiKX.s machines. 

\Vc were not a .year .ild when Jowetl was 
sfrdinif the case in tlic Hrailford local jiress lor 
l.ahonr repre .entation in i’arliament. W'e do not 
think much of Labour 1’.arliamentarism and wc 
lliink onr opposition has hecn juslilied. Lni 
jowetl w;:> advanciiye his Lahourist views in 
and at the >a-.iie time condiictin- a vii;onni< 
l^cneral Sociali-i .ropa-anda. 'I'he first Socialist 
I’arrrmiintarians in Lrilain were not afraid; to 
(t -liiii I he l ias rdiiieulc or iirio* tlu* need for a 
ii- -.di; ■ t oioiiionweallh. 

b '\iO pl.iwd .'ill active part in the -rc.'il 
.‘■ri!'• a; ihf M nnin-h.'mi Mills, irom |)ecemher, 
id-d. In .\prik 1S‘M, ddu* ri,i;hls of pablie 
. !;’L*:in.: .'iltackL*;! by llie .anlliorilies and the 

Li.,t \v i \\;\'. re.'id in I’radlord down llall 
.i.-'is. ( U;i of ihi- activilv aro>e the Lrimlord 

1 .'.i-' 'll I nion. In Jowelt was its dele-ate 

ti. the t ••nfi-riMi.-e. ;k which the I.L.L. was 
t -lakfodicd a:-- nation'1 or'.;air:>ati(m, 1 he ye.'ir 
Ir.ii.' - Iw hid Ihah rlei'id ar a Lahoiir reiu'e- 
.■L'lilativ. to tlu*. 1‘radford d’owii Coiineil. 

In Ij^d;. init:*mi»lovnii nt and tirivalion were very 
i‘\eri‘ in I’r;'. Lord. bwvrtl, couiieinned, at a 
pnl4i' iiM v-tin. . the action of iIk* C'onncil for 
v. fii-in-; III admit in an othcial report the exist 
t-n-.i- "1 di^tr-- sro^ini^ from unemployment. 

1 hi -h iv'-'-.ed biller hosi\lii\ iimon;^ the 

ollK-r na-mb.-rs of tl)*- i'oimeil. and at its next 
nu'etiiei b- wa la-fusod a luairin;.; and solemnly 
la-n ip'-d b- la-ailulion. I tie followini^ vear the 

• liiv t omii il ft.‘ ti ll liim a^- Alderman. In 
iSdS h. bri'amr Clia.irmau of ihe 1 ieallh k*om- 
miltr*. 

I'or tiftriu in all. Jowetl wais a member 

oi thr ioaiiford rmmcil. (in it- k <liu .I'llon 
i»mimnc - hr wa- vi'^p,>n ihlr for llw inan; in:i 
lion - i llu' Mosfian' .'or firdiu'; nnrs.itons 
rhool children. 

It i now .^7 \r:o ; i XoM-mla'r. jdOt ) r a 
■ nil . • Mi-'-ahlr;- ol wlorh JoN'.ril w.t-, .a '‘•iMubrr, 
rrpo; ii-tl \ii ill-.' Lr\:i I ( aiu il lli.ii .>d'* rliildr ai 
li I ; *.'on-- to -h; ol birakt i llr and it ha<l ;e 
ill to nndrii.ik*- )»ro\itlr I.mhI |nr ih- 

• hlldv Ml Nvl\.. ) to st tionl V.i'dlolU nIiII -. iril'i food. 
uL ‘,o U' lkr ;iii apphiiition to itir Cit\ i'oimrit 
fnt :\ "i lilt li: nablr the kdiaalion Lom"iiii-.. 
U; i'V,,*, I.t, ! M.d. 1 hr ( Vr -o!lUlon . V- ■. l r 




—Tohciil- Press ropyriijlil. 

Portrait of F. W. Jowett, taken in 1924, when he 


became First Commissioner of Works. 


accepted by the C'ouncil. but at the next meeting:; 
which lasted from o p.m. on one day to 2-35 
a.m. the next, it was rescinded despite the 
lierecst op|;osition of the then L.'diour -roup. 

dAvo, years later Jow'Ctt-was elected to P.'irlia- 
•mciil for West llraylford. His maiden speech 
was on the .School Provision of Meals Pill, 
which afterwards became law. 


.A jKTsistent advocate of international peace. 
prior do tlie -re.M war of 1914-1918, Jowett 
.‘irih^f Tor inforiha Ii(in 1 )y meaiTT'[3TTpu.“.st1di iTTiT 
Ministers, rci^ardini;' the commitments of this 
country. He was one of the small -fouf) in Ikir- 
lia.mcni which spoke and w’orked as (jpportunity 
offered, for peace and :i reasoned settlement. 

Jowetl consistently iir-cd that Members of 
(’'•rliamcnt should c.'isl their votes on the merits 
of the ((uestion before them rci>ardless of 
C'.abincl or I’arty interests. He is the .acknow'- 
led-ed exponent oi th(* case for the ilemocr.'itisa- 
tion of Parli.'imcnl. His views were explained 
in detail in the icporl siihmilled to the Annual 
(Vmfcrcnce of the I.L.P. held at (lloucester. 
142a. Priellv it m.'iy he s.aid that he nr-es the 
institution of a committee system with a C'.'ibinet 
Minister as chairman of the committee con¬ 
cerned with hi'^ Department, and the members of 
wbieb are entitled to (pieslion oflieiiils and secure 
any neeess.'iry information relalin- to the eon 
millee, llie materi.'d proeeedini^s of sueli eomnn* 
te^'^ to be reviewed by the full House of 
('ommons. .and the votiiy- reeonL of the eom 
mittees to he .a\.aik'ible for luiblie.ation. .'^iich 
procedure, he mainl.'iins. would alTord eomi)leh‘ 
and more elTeetive 1’.irliament.ary siir\e\- of 
ileparlmenlal adminisl r;it ion .and lei;isl.'ilion 
.'irisin;.: there! rom. vand the department-- w imld 
ha\-e better contaet with the lej^islatiire. It 
Nvould also L^ive to memhers the ooporlnnilv ;m 1 
the ri^lit to t.ake an aeli\e .'iikI more informeil 
l*ait in the adminislr.itixe ;is well as in the le-is- 
lalive work of Parli.'iment. 

Jowett w;\s a Lhairm.'m of the 1 .abonr P.^.-te 
111 1‘Ht 22. .aiul f(*r m;m\ \ear<. besPmn.ine. in 
I4l(). a ineinher of il^ i\In (')wo]..n-. 

PHI. at tile •• Red l.etter” for^erv election, lu- 
l"st In- .e;il by ,.nly ()0 ’ \i f]H> |op5 

Heehon. hi- Inst --erioiis illne-- contributed to tlu> 
I'!'" b-y-at. Wlulher In Parli.imeni .r n,.i 
' S'H'ialv' propaeand.: lia-> ne^ lt 


.i-iciK-c VVe can imlicatc !>ut feebly m tins 
V iL 'i'-acs.s activity on bepill (,f tln.se 
A- imised an.l perscentei for then- war oppoy- 
tion or poverty-stricken and oi>pressed under 
Lu'conditions. Wc.do not .say ti.at Parl.amcn- 
tarv Sociaiisni is the way of workm.d-elass eman¬ 
cipation. Wc think llial, apart 
iolcrlude of poverty, the second World Wat 
proves that Parliamentananism lyas tailed. V\ (3 
still applaud the service rendered to liberty and 
iusticc, in the House of Common.s, durm^^ a 
i)eriod of war crisis by one who, believing in 
Parliamentary Socialism, fcarlc.s.sly proclaimed 
his w’ar opposition and his belief in the ri^ht.s 
of conscience. Jowett was one of the .small 
band to whom the caiiSQ of conscientious objec¬ 
tion owes a debt that can never be repaid. 

lowett’s questions tboroukddy cxpos<3d the 
prison system. Why, when the T-abour (lovern- 
ment came to pow’cr, it failcfl to tackle this 
lirolifcm at TefTsp' wT^r a i Tn ^ ^Tfffd L’ r st^ TJc&fmr 
I’arliamenlarians oiii>ht never to have allowed- 
thc old brutal prison .system to remain. 

Jowett’s cpicslionin- over the year 1916, 1917, 
and 1418 will be detailed in the second part of 
this essav. The selections will be casual rather 
than deliberative. Put they will show how ex¬ 
haustive was his ((ucslionin- and will compel the 
reader to turn to the columns of Hansard with 
nn appetite for more. 

As L'irsl Commi.ssioncr for works in 1924 
Clovcrnment, Jowett rendered a service to 
humanity of -rent .symbolic value. One day it 
will -be recalled. Meantime, diirin- the days of 
sadness, he has every reason to feel .sccrclly 
proud. When his life has passed lor ever into 
the evcr-nowinif stream of life of rdl humanity, 
it is well that it should not he for-otten. Jowett 
w’ho had (|ucstioned the Lahonr memhers of the. 
Coalition War (lovernment. who had rlefcndeil 
conscience and Anli-AIilitarism so fearlcsslv 
diirini^ the outcast and outlaw years of 1916- 
1918, li^avc the instruction for the words to be 
inscribed on Xursc Cavelks monument: 

Patriotism is not cnouqh. 1 cannot Jwte anyM 

iTeTorc he •became Pirsi ( ommission'Cp- '"ui i 
Works, Jowett had read that these were Rdith 








Cavelks last words. Conseciucntly, he cxaminoil 
the tile of documents rclatin- to her case and 
discovered that the stnlemeni was correct. He 
enquired as to the omissiim of these vitally 
important last words, and was assured that it 
was within his power, as ^linister in Char-e of 
all similar moiuimcnts. to have the words in¬ 
scribed. (lently and delicately Jowett pursued 
bis private enquiries and ma'dc sure that Xurse 
(‘avclks next-of-kin would h.ave no objection li^ 
the famous last words bein- remembered for all 
lime. 'khen. without any jniblicity, until the job 
w:'s ilonc, jowett ordered the inscription to be 
'made. And so to-dav, Xiirse Cavell. brave 
servant of humanitv, bcin- dead vet speaketb. 
In the heart of London she proclaims her 
mcss.'i-e : “ Patriotism is not cnoitqh. I )nitsl 
hare no hatred or hi Item ess for an\o)!eP 

JowelPs name will be linked furovcr with 
these l.asl words because he insisted on a (lovern- 
mcnl recording; them, b'.nemv of w.ir. fearless 
lie lender of ;i really united Anli-w.'ir front, 
Jowett e.ive life and hope to Xurse Cavelks 
memory .and m.nK- a <le.ad monument .a vital 
message of inim;m lo\e :ind fellowship. 

('ko 'he concluded.') 


1 1 lir sfCDMil anil concluiliii^ instalinml will n'cnnl 
.Inwi'lt'- hiu'nI iniiinM jji I'a rH:uni'ii t oT inil>-l!llS. 
Kill 


TO POSTAL SUBSCRIBERS. 


l,''"'"!! 1'I|S Inuoll .Iu- 

an.l I n.lrr S.aivt;,,!.-, War and liana- 
Ian... ra i Iivnl-. \vil!> • aa-aliiii . ;|n,'-a 1. a,. 

kd..-|l\ iini I'.-a- iinln ,a ...,, 


I’listal Sul»si'ril>or‘j ar»-* r»M|ijosl«'«1 to note tlial “ Th»> 
\\ ofil Snl)S(M'iplion is .*t - tor twflx'o con.sooutivo 
issuo . anil 1 i» lor six oonsi'cnt iv»' i-,sin-.s. Six or 
inoro aro 'int )»ost fm* to any aiklross in 

Mritain ;i; tln' r:ito o\ -il. p'-r ropy. 

^ a>'ain.st t par.ij^apti inilicatos fliat your 
Siilisi'ripf I'"! Rmowal iluc Pli>as«' '<‘inl lo tlio 
n.'n»wv;il Si|l.-.;-ripi ion v. itli. ijt di*lav to aNsist ttio 
strnKt;le. 
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